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Firstly, a word of explanation as to why it has been over six months 
since a::;6. Simply, I have bef.n very busy writing a book, one of the 
first two of a s�rics being publi.sherl jointly by 1\SSAP and Thorsons, the leading paranormal publish�?rs in the country. The subject is The 
Evidence for the Visions of the Virgin Mary and it will be out in August 
or September this y�ar. The three months plus that I spent researching 
and writing it }Pft no time for any other interests, and a:; was among 
those that sufferro. Of course, thlis delay in no way affects the number 
of issues you will receive on your subscription. 

At last, a:; is beginning to look a little less like Hans ard. You may 
havP. noticee that (at the cost of some �xtra hours cut·ting and pasting) 
thP. print is larger than previously. This should please a number of 
readers who, like me, do not have the eyesight of a golden eagle, and 
have said sot S imilarly, the cover illustration should prove the 
harbinger of more interesting insides to come. 

A pleasing trend is apparent in this issue: intelligent, penetrating 
articles are turning up from people I don ' t really know, and opening up 
new lines of approach. Pleas£> persist with this, all of you, and also 
bear in mind that, in the next couple of issues, I would like to present 
major artir.les on psychic and spiritual heali ng, and on altered states of 
consciousness. \<Jhatever you send, please .!,!y to get it typed, though'. 

Finally, to the inevitable matter of money, and the renewal of 

subscriptions. Recently, I have spent a considerable amount of money 
(some mine, some M indefinite loan from a generous benefactor) on various 

kinds of advertising) but to very little avail: overall, the number of 
subs has dropped mnre sharply than J would have liked. I am not asking 
for donations (unless you happen to bP feeling especially generous) but it 
would help if those of you who are due to renew your subs, who will find a 
erose; on this little line __ could do so as soon as possible. Similarly 
pl e<1se see details of back issues on page 13; these are expensive to 
rPprint, and your interest would he appreciated. 

The next issu<' will be with you as soon as 1 have time - probably in 
Jur�. It will cont ain an article by Manfred Cassirer on wm. Stainton 
Moses, a research projP.ct on astrol0gy introduced by �'Pnny RancHes, a 
look at recent trends and publications in the:> Earth �1ysteriPs field by 
Chris Ashton (editor of Quicksilver Messenger), aTKI Kev:in MoClure on 
S<ltM, Pos session, ExorcisiTI, Possession arxJ the Paranormal 

S<ltan, Possession, Exorcism and tht" Paranormal. And More Besides, 
i ncluding more letters, if only you'd send themt 

Physical Mediumship makes its 

Spirit Return 

by Alan Cleaver 

Physical m(>(!iumship is back. ln Rritai n two mcditun� l?iW£' �o far 

h.-•Pn discuvC'rN.i C<\pable of thjs fa5cinat ing fa?et
.

of �p1r1tual�sm,
. which incl udes thP matl'rii\lisation arrl dcmC\ter1<\llsatl.on of �lbJects, 

ll'vit<ltion of objf'ctc;, su rvi val evidence, Super ESP� and �ar1ous 
othPr phellO'TirnL\. 1 ;un cnnfidC'nt that many more m(.-d1ums w1. ll . be 
rJi scovcrPCi i n thP next fE:>w yea rs who will have this talent; 1ndee<.l, 
;mothr-r has surfaced whil{� prt"paring this article. 

The l<lst timC' physical ml"'di umship was with u� - it died <;>ut in thP. 
1950's - the puhl i.c and resC'archers made rather a hash of thl ?JS· 
J?escarchPrs went to bizarrP lengths to check the mediums' cla1ms, hut 
rare:-ly succr-edro in proving or <Jj sproving anything. Often, �ha� they . 
d:i<.J to thP meditun in thP nar11P of scicnce was nothing short o1 d1sgu� t1ng. 
Socif>ty r£>;0\ctcd by n·viving th•" centuries old Witchcraft Act and, WJ. th a 
mC'ntality equivalPnt to that of the Of><'rat.ors of the ducki�g stool, 
s<.>ntencl.>d medium Hf>len Dtmcan to prison . Mrs L>uncan was k1llcd due, 
almo5t r.l•rtainly, to the Police raid on hPr seance at Nottinghcun �n 1956. 
NI:J\II• hot.h t-1rs Duncan and physi.c:\1 phenomena have returned. ( Irornr.ally, 
ouc of the sitters in the Leicester circle, through which Mrs Duncan 
apparrntly speakc; is an ex-policanan, and the seC\nce room is b�re ly 100 
y.'lnlc:; frun a Fol icP Station . ) M1at£>vcr the outcune of the cla1ms m�de 
by today's physical mediums, l hope resei\rChPrs and thr rest of soclety 
h:wc· �nO\<m tql enough 1.o react sensibly. 

London phys ica 1 mroitun Paul J'.1cElhoney will sit with a d rcle of 
peopl t• in a dark room ancJ <•ntC'r into trance. A wisP, old guide, 
'CPros', th<m apparf'ntly taki'S over Paul ' s physi cal body and t«lks 
throuqh him oi vinq survi va] cvick•nce and philosl)phy. That is typical 
1 rO\nc� m ,""t lit� hip : but Cc-roe; also materialises objects - most fn>quPntly 
f10111Prs - to the si tt crs. These 'apports' app<lrently come fran his 
mou th ( i nde<.><"J, somet imcs thP li1,;1ht is momentarily switched on to show 
thr flower coming from P:\ul' s mouth) but somP. ohjects are obviously too 

larof' to have rnat<:·riali�-...0 in this manner. Searches of P;ml, thP other 
o;it1 r�rs, and tlw srC\.nc� ro01n hi\VP so far failed to rC'V<'al evidence of 
fraud. 

Rita Goold1<; physical mcdiumship is altogether diffprent. She hC\S 
d<•vC'lOp!'<.l incredibly quickly during the last 18 months, sitting in a 
circlr� wj th thrro> other pc-oplP.. ni ta had little contact with Spi rit­
ualism until two year� "90· Rrfore then !'he was a director of Leicester's 
llaym;ukrt Thl"'atrP - sh<> comes from a t hratri crtl family. Her husband, 
St<'phrn, ic; on0 of the othPr sittet·s; he is a m�agPr of the local 

Walkl"'rS Cri "PS factory . The othf'r si ttcrs arc Barry Jeffcry, thP ex­
pol:in•maJI, and his wi fC' F':ll who wo rks part-time at a local flor is t. 
Pat and Rarry arc ardent Sr•iri tualists hut s t i ll retai n <l l evt"'l -headed 
."\pproarh. Rita is not a :;rir.itu<.llist - shf•'s Rom;m Catholic. StrphPn 
ic:; .lC'wic:;h by ldrth. 
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Oc•v('lO['"'f'nt is so fr\st thPrc is no such thing as a typical seance. 
Somc-thillC) rww is t.riPd ,""\lmost every night, but let me describe? wh."t a 
-;i tt�r might <-'XJWct. Tlw inner ci rcle ( Ri tn, Stt>phen, Rarry and Pat) 
start hy crnununic."lti.ng with thC' spirits hy t;lltlP-tilting. The? outer 
ci rclr ( the rP.guLu spir i. t communicators) '"·"\Y a'>k for the c.mdlC' to he 
blr11-m out. T rr pitch cl;,rkn<?'>S they can now communicate with rapo.;. Th<> 
table may be l<>vitatc.�d ,md/or turfk"d upsidr>-down. EvcntualJy, sonu!thing may he he<lrd to f;�ll on Hre t<lbl<>. Thl� cand le i� rP.li t ancl there', on th<:' 
table', is an .'lpport - c11nunonly SCllll<' SWI?C'ts. StrarlC)cly, food apportN..l in thic; m;mne?r oftPn do{·s not hilVP any taste or snrPll unti l spvcr;�l hours 
later. 

The sit ten; arc aske-d to move hack to the Pdg•? of the room. A 
tambourine placed on the tahle is 1Pv.itatPd and shakPn ar ound �h1• roorn. 

Ri t<� may, during this ti1ne, go into trance. Then thP trumpet 1.s nskPd 

for. ThP ltDTtinous strips on each end o£ th-:> alimi nitun conl" al lows 
si t.t�>rs to see it levitate around th<.' room, often at speed. Then a 
voic(' js heard booming frorn the trumpf't. PP.rhaps it. is HelPn Duncnn, 
the dead p hysical medium, or Russ ell, a nine-year-old boy who died of 

cancPr twPnty years ago. lie still acts likP a nine-yPar-old boy for 
rc-ocogn1. t1. on purposes. �1any other visitors will rtJ so speak, includin.J 
f:unous pP.OplP, or relatives o£ sittPrs visiting thP circle. Footstr>ps 
may also be heard as spirits claim they are goh19 to 'walk' round the 

roan. Thesp may bl? thP pat ter of a child's footsteps, or the cr-'lshjtl<) 
of powerful Red I ndi an feet. The room has occasi onall y liter.-.J ly 
o;hakPn evPn 1:hough it has a concrete floor·. Thl?n the voi ces may 
cxpPriment not using the trumpet but speaking indPpPnden1:ly ' in mid-
ai r' . The visj tors say 'goodbyP' r�nd the trumpet cr;.shes to 1.h� floor. 

Rita comE's out of trance and does not remember anythjny that h<lJ'TX'Il<'<.l 
during the? seanrp. 

It was int ri.gujng that Hr!l<m Duncan w;,s claiming to be SpP.aking 
through the ci rc le because oue of her da11ghters, GPna Brealey, js 
alivl? and living in Luton. Since conversi'ltions r.an be hPld wjth the <le.1d in this group, wou.ld Gena rPCOJnis<· lwr own \..Uuld she S<tV it was not hf?r mother and uenounce Ri ta as Hel?n 
answer dl?tailed qw.•stions from G<>na <tbout her 

GPna was convincro illmost immedi::�tPly. ;u1 be no doubt" , 
shE' told me, "it is my mother". And I was convin GPna was not just 
saying this because she was too sce�n'd to d<o·noltnCP Ri ta, or becauc;e shp W.:lS too anobonally ups<>t. Since then ot.her pPOple, completE' strn�1erc; 
to Rita, h-'l\'P bepn to the SP.clllCe, ann havp spokf'n to their 'dC'Cid' 
relatives. F...ach pc>rson has lPft convincP<i; and ;)ften wjth thei r viPw of reality completely shatterpd! 

I think it is important to take a few steps back, to try to P.X,\Jn in� 
what js rE-al ly hi\J)penirl(J during thc-osp SPancPs. Som� quC',;tions ncpd to tackled. llav<> they genuinely contactNI anothpr rPali ty t.o C\ do"<) rep 

er£> you can hold convc>rsatjons with its inh-'lbit<Ultc? Why tlw incredibly fast development? t•Jhy Rita Goold as the medium? It may h�lr to study physj cal me?djums w i th the PYP of a researchl?r into all anomalous phen­an<:>na, and not just thC\t of a psyd1icC\l rcsearch�r. 

Two ycC\rs ago, a sho rt tim<> bpforP hC'r phys i cal phf'nomPna st:1rtc-od in 
forcP, Rita hnd a closp C'ncmmter with a !IFO. A r�searclrer s."id to mp a 
f<·w we>Pks bf'fore? 'Psychic News.'· discov�rc"CC Rj ta, " llt�V<' you nob c�>d he"'" 

people who havf' heC'n C\hdur.t f'() by a UFO sudd�nly hp,�omc supC'r-psychj cs?11 

I think a serious study of this question ought to be made, �ut I
11

�ope 

the i n formation dO<.'sn't get into the wrong h:\nds, or· 1 c;�n ::>P� 1 . 
h 

· [" Id day To be more correct, R1 ta had a 
popular authors av1.ng a l<' • 

. . 
close encount�r with a UFO, and a 15-minute t1.me loss. 

Another factor l think should be included in our C'Xnmirration is this: · 
t • The Runnyman' -

a short tjme after the encounter with the UFO, R1.ta me . 
1 a half hum<Ul/half rabbit alien animal, normally spotted 111 more sout 1ern 

f B · t · Ri ta dj d not rPalj se at the time it was tlw Bunnyman, 
parts o r1. a1.n. . 

. · ls. Until then 
until two yenrs later when readl.Tlg a book on a�l.<>n anl.ma . 

orev ears 
slw thought of hjm as j ust a d<>formed htunan bel.� :e h� ��';;. for

. 
h� l p� 

and a tail. The Bunnym;m got down on one knee E>9g. 
" h · d one of the other two w1.tnPSSE'S spokE' to 

" Please pr<1y for me, P s;u • 
f 1 is ear Rj ta 

thP cr,aturP for atxmt twpnty minutes. ln the summer 0 t 1 - Y 
was appar� n1 ly attad<cd hy a Man in Rlack. 

y bpljevP thcs<· •str;o�tXJr>' events are all related to _ h<?r phy�icC\1 
rnf'(liwnship. The qucstion now i s , did she become a

. 
phys1. c.al med1.urn 

bPcause shP h.:ld a close f'ncotmtE>r with a UFO, or dJ.d she h�ve the 
exper ience bC'cause sh<' is a physical medium? If her energJ.cs had �t 
bef'n chnnnelled into the physical mediLDTtship, would she n01.11 be lrav1.ng 

reqular CE3's ? (Close Pncounters of the third kind.) 

Rut brtck to the physi cal mroi t.unship. ls i t genuine? My ::mswer �s 

an Ull<"qui vocn l. 'Yes 1 •  �-ped cnced investigators of t�e para.nonnal_ w1.ll 
reali se, of cou rse, that thP question of what is genu1.ne and what l.S 

fraud is far too complex to be answered so simply, but if the <>rlCJuirr>r 
mPans, " HavC' you found any <>viclence of fraud?", then I �a� rPport that 
I have Sr>f"n none, nor seen anythi ng to makP me even susp1.c1.ous. You 

could spend HXJ years trying to answer tire fraud/genuine ques tion ( sane 

havP) and stj 11 �wt T101.11herP, so I think a new approach is needPd, where 
thP qu<>stion jc; side-s1epped. 

h t t that the circle members 
It is important to rr.<\lise fran t e o� se 

1· · i_n an unique paradigm: one entJ.rely different to that to arc lVlng 
h f th . le have gr�, whj eh thP outsidr>r is accustaned. The m{'fll ers o e c1.rc . 

. up with the phPnomena, a�l si ne<> th�y know they �re "?t cheat1.1_19 thP.l r 

a<�crptanr:e of then is, qtnte naturally, total. ) ou w1.ll not fuld them 

quPsti.oning f'ac:h other or bPing suspicious of each other whP.n appo�ts . 
ar<> Tf>C�j ved in pi t c:h d.:l rknr.s S because thPy 1 know' th�y a rP

. 
110� dOl. "? l. t' 

so therefor� it must bP oenujne. Outsiders must real1se th 1s l.S the1r 

�i\r-'lctigm, ;md it is uscl�ss to try and alter or a�gue with it • . If,. 
ther<?forP, on� of the> cormmmj caters states someth1.ng known t<? R1. t� l.; 
may well be r\CCl"ptC'd by the rest of the circle as 'highly �v1.dent1 al , 
if it is unknown to the communicator . Of cours e, the outs1.der may 
reqard this as bordering on the absolutC?ly naive, but it is a perfect 
cx�ple of thp group's total acceptance of the spirit world. The 

communi cators will also relay information that is unknown to thP group 
in t he S<VTIP tone - which can be considered as 'highly evidcntial• by 
the outs:i der. Th<?re j s r<>ally very little difference between the 
evirlrntii'll valu0 of informntion in either Cr!S<? - it is depend�nt tota ll y 
on whosf' j)C\radi<Jm you happen to b� in at the time. 

Tlw communicators have conc;istPntly exhibj t� knowlf'dgp of infonnation 
-'lrxl <'vr> nt s unknown to the d rcle members. They shan:' an i ntelligcncc -
prob,;hl y bns<'<.l on thi s access to erl ernal i nfonnation -

.
far greater t�an 

th<> outc;ider can imaoinc>. Occilsional ly commnnic-'\tors w1.ll say somctlnn<J 

1o thr outsidf'r whic�1 <lf'JX'ars no t to make SPnse, or s�emc; 11.'\ive. It is 
irnport:lnt, indP<>d C'SSC'nti<ll, for the o utsider on th<:>sP or.casjons to t.;ke 
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into <�cc-ount thnt thP communicator s m<�y he basing scm,�thin<;J tlwy s;zy on 
information nnt yrt known to h i mself or other m�bers of the group . 

For the futurr, J 'm sure the ph<>rxnPn<� wi 11 get strong<>r and stroncJer, 
until orw. d<1y fu 1 1y mated.rtliscd forms are possible. 1 hope reSei\rchers 
cont i nue- to ques ti on ( r.sprcii\lly in the context of other anomalous 
phN'Infllr.na; i.e. liFO's) but J hope a nrw brand of researchers will appear 
who, rath<>r than n•pcC\t the 1."\st lOO years research of tying up mediums, 
will takP <� new appro:\ch. J prefer to take the attitude, " O.K. 
Stq.,posi.ng you' re g<>nuinr, cr1n you do this " The eXJ)(-•riments 
whi eh fail could tf-'11 us more C\bout the pll<>nomena thC\0 those that succeed. 

Physi�nl mrdil.Bllc;hi.p is hack. Don't mPss it up. 

AND AN UNEXPECTED SEOUEL • 

A few years ago, the only well-known materialis<'ltion medium :in this 
country was Gordon H:igginson. Then it was reported - by thP 'Sunday 

P£'ople' I think - that he had been caught in deliberate fraud, using 
fake ectoplasm, and we have heard little of this aspect of his talent.s 
since that time. 

In the 'News of the \'Jorld' of 3.4.8."3 it is reported - by Alan 
Whittaker, an investigator generally syll{'lathetic to our cause - that 
Pau l McElhoney has come to, if anything, an even sticki.f-'r end. The 
article is mainly about carnations -Paul's most typical apport - �ing 
found in th� battery compartment of his tape recorder; 1 understand 
that other i terns may also be involved. Paul •s response - rwming away 
frotn the seance, and fa il in g to turn up to the S.A.G.B. for a scheduled 
sitt in g - only go to support the truth of the al legations. 

I'll hope to print more about this in OG8, but at this stage a 
nunber of questions come to mind. Why was it, as the article reports, 
Gordon Higginson that suggested the exposure? Does fraud at this stage 
itnply that McElhoney has been fraudulent throughout? Genuinp mediums 
of the past have often heen shown to have used fraud as the most depen­
dable way of ccming up with the goodo; week a fter week. Has 'Two Wo rlds' 
been publish ing the imaginings of a dishonest young man, rather than the 
spirit mf-'ssages of Wise Old Ceros? Js the 'Spiritualist of the Year' 
really not a Spi rituali st at C\ll? Will thPre tx? an investigation re. 
possible criminal deception in respect of the money charged for seances 
that may well have been fraudul.Pnt? If McElhoney was genu .ine, and has 
fallen prey to simple greed and over-ambition, he will have our sympathr. 

But finally, and most intriguing, who are the 40,000 mi sguided 
souls who are said to have joined McElhoney's ' United World' movement? 
When will we learn the difference between phenanena and wisdom, and 
value each for what it is? 

SERIOUS FAULTS 

EARTH LIGHTS by Paul Devereux , Wellingbo rough , 

Turnstone P res s , 1982. I llustrated . £9.95. 

An extended review by Kevin McClure . 

There is no doubt at all that this book is as important as thP 

· . .  f ·c1 to :it (sec assorted quotes in the '1\bstr;"�ts') 
attention so ar pal. 

b R · t · 1 
would SPem to suggest . Pf".ul Devereux is one of the PSt n l.S 1 

wri t£>rs :in the paranormal field, the book reads very cl Parly i\J� 
·1 and it looks smar t· Turnston£> do produce books well. Tie 

eas1. y, --- ' -. t ak tl book 
range of material p resented is breathtakHXJ� 

am. m es . 1f" 
impossible to review in a m<"nner that can g1ve a clear

_
Jdea of C\ll 

the ideas in it. Broadly speaking, it is an un�sual m1.x c:>f ;m 
i ndividual' s search to understand, first, one h1ghly pxotl.c UFO 
exp<>ri enee, and, consequently, a whole ra.TlC')e of mystf-'r i es c:>f t�e 

earth and air. It is perhaps Paul's pP.rsona1 invo�vemf'nt 1n h1s 

quest that makes the book so consistf-'ntly interf-'stJng. Not a�l of 
thP material is original - much play is made of the sort of PlPZo­
e]f-'ctricity·theories, rf-'latro to seismic activity, �hat �"s be�n 
popularised j n this country by Persinger and Lafren1er'? 1n th�o�l r _ 
'SpacP.-Time Transients and Unusual Events', an<_] ther� l.S .'\lc;o mudl 

of the Draqon Project, mNJaliths, and the poss1ble w1sdom of 

Neolithic Man. P
.
aul particu larly argUPS - and it is an origi nal 

aroument so far as T am awarP - ( to quotP thr hlurh ) that "UF'O's 
ar� yeophysically produced pockets of ell{:>rgy that <HP rrsponsi �e to 

mental cues: • planet <"ry pctoplasm' producP.d in areas of gr.olo<J:t�al 

faultil')(]". Whnt he means, I think, is that tho> stuff of UFO's l.S a 
natural, physical phencmenon, and that the shape of UFO's ic; also ·" 

natural, but a mf-'ntal onp. Super-ESP to M Mlazinc.J d�ree ; Nin;:\ 
J<ul<'lgina squan>d and r<:>UoublPd, in trumps. Paul Jl.1cElhonpy on speed. 

Certain influential members of 1\SSAP have, probabl y for very gocxJ 

reasons (rPs,�arch has to st<lrt from sane prPilliSP or other, and this 
is at least both current .nnd British) ci,�ciciPtl to throw considP.rablP 
time> and rf-'sou rces into rPseardl rPlatcd to 'Earth Lights' • J very 

much hope to be ahlc> to ch ronicl e thf-'ir rf-'sults in 'Cormnon Grotmd', 
for new, orig inal matf-'rial is hard to come by at prec;c>nt.. The stwc€SS 
or otherwise of tlH�ir ·work will probably r::onc;t it ut<> the most accur;1tC' 
jud�1cment of Paul's theories. But I am of the opi11.ion thnt thrrP an::­
sanP notC\l>lC' shortcanj ngs in the l>ook, and amid th{-� 9CPcral wPl t,.,r ol 
uns tinting prai se, I must point out a few of these at !Past ; those 
that relate to suhj ects about lVhich 1 have actually b0(m i.nvo]vpd in 
th<' ori�tinal res<>arch or, in the case of the LeicestershirP matPrial, 
where I Nn in a position to check up on the claims th:\t have b<><>n 
m-'\de. 

Most of this mater:i al falls in th<' Sf'V('nth dlC\fltrr of thp hook, 
'UFO' s as Earth PhC'nomena', which opens the third part, ' T01vards "' 
Synthes:is'. It is in this chapter that Paul, and the gPolog:i st f'rltll 
Jl.-1cCartney, look to prove that areas of hj gh UFO incidence in the U.K. 

- 'window ar<>ao:;' to use thP jar()on - arc closPly rPlatf-'d to fault 
ljnes, i'\nd thus to seisdi c activity, and al so to the sites of 
pr••historic constructions and rrtomtments. 

7 
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Fou r p<\r t  i cular arc>a� o f  the Rri tish I s l es are si ngl P.< l  out for 
at t C'nt i on ;  t hc> Wann i ns t r r  are.'\,  IJy fro in South Wnles , Rannouth i n  
Nor th Wa l es ,  and Lri c<'s t r rshi re . I t  i s  probably worth not i ng  that 
P :lu l was born and rai s N I  i n  Leices t e rs h i r� ,  nnd l ives in Wales . And 
t h."\ t W.umi ns t<" r is th{:" most famous UFO centre i n  the cowttry . Of 
Wa nm i ns ter , 1 wi l l  say l i t t l e .  Anyone who has followed FSR, or even 
t lw popu l. "\r press ov<'r the years , wi l l  be aware that the reports of 
UFO act i v i ty t hp rc• WC'rc mudt less than they secml.:>d ; for anyone who 
s t j  1 1  hns ;my doubt s ,  J woul d sugges t refPrencP to I an Mrzyglod' s 
art i cl e  C' l srwhP r<' i n  t h i !' i ssue , or his ongo i ng  analysis i n  ' Probe ' . 
That Pau l quot es the> noto ri ous Arthur Shut t lewood, " he cons iderro 
t he hi l l to he on<' of the ' <;�atPWays • in the Warm i ns ter di s trict fran 

wh i ch lJFO' s i s suf'CI" , s ays l i t t l e  for Paul ' s  j udgement .  

The Oyfed ma te ri i\ 1  di spl ays only t oo  cl ea rly the care wi th whid1 
t h.- drt1 .Ps s upp or t i ng s upposN i l y  nat ural phc>nomena, occurring a t  rant.!om, 
hilvc> b'"'<"n choscn . r<\ul has , in other par ts of t he hook ,  used cases , 
c;onP h urx l n'< ls of yPar s old ; hP re, he concentrates only on 1 977.  Of 
rourse , he fi nds m;:my rPports , but thPn he would ; that they werc.:> 
moc; t ly the produc t  of popular fantasy and wrc.:>tched i nvest igation does not 

not SCC?Ill to mat tcr - he is looki ng only for numbers of rPport s in an 
arPa appa ren t ly her\vily fau l t ed .  To do so he has chosen the onE> year 
s i nce the bE>gi nni ng of recorded his tory that woul d  support his  theory ; 
I wou l d  l i k e  to sec how l 1FO  records i n  Dy fed look over the pas t 30 
Y<'rlrs ; I '  1 bet th.:\t they arc ve ry l i t t le atxwe average for the U .K . 

J f  any other random YPa r had been chosen , it mus t be sai d that t h i s  
p."\rt of t he theory woul d h e  rPrxJE>rE>d meani nrJl c.:>ss . 

l hc sam� has to be s a i d  of h i s  use of the 1 Qo4-05 matc.:>ri al that 
dr:-r i ves almos t c>xc lus i ve l y frcn tvhat Wi\S col l ected by Sue and J i n  
' S t a rs a n d  Rumou rs o f  Stars ' , concerni ng anoma lous l ight evPnts i n  
Nor t h Wa l 0s du ri ng t hP r e l i g] ous reviv.U. o f  those years ; events that 
wPrP very c los e l y rel a t ed to the l eadi ng evangPl i s t ,  Mrtry J ones . I f  
<\ny ot h�r YP<lr hrtd hePn chosen, thei r wou l d  be no evidence to 
s uppor t  t ll<' t hC'O ry at a l l . I low mrt11y mlXIcrn reports h.-we there? b1'?en 
on the coas t  bPt W<'Pn Ra rmouth and Harlco"ch? I unrlcrs t ancf that the 
] ;.:�c;t c;pj smic act i vi t y :i n  t h i s  a n-·a had bPen i. n 1 903 ;  Paul provides 
no PXfll .mat i on as t o thf' suddPn hurs t of ac t i vi ty at the> <'nd of 1904 . 

Hut j t i s  worse th;m t h a t . No t only do t h<:> ph('nomcna relatp to 
onl y P i g h t  mont hs i n  t he> pas t 75 years ( wh<1t har•pcned ,- di d a l l  t hP 
f;:�ul t s cli s aprwar? The e; u- th s top moving? ) ,  and not only do they no t  

ac t uall y t j e in wi th any seismj c activi ty at a l l . The rPpor ts of  the 
ph<'nomc>n,, as S u0 and 1 found rtnd recorded than , mos tly in papers and 

i n  J et t e rs from c>yc>-wi t ncssrs to t h<.> S .P . R . ,  bear no rf'semhL"\nce t o  
�my sort o f  ' Earth Li gh t ' obsc>rved or im<�gincd by anyonp hut P nu l  

IK>vpr<'ux t 

T h e  metho d usN.J i s  that made f;unous by B<:>r l :i  tz and von Dani ken ; p i ck i nq the s c raps of evi d0nc<.> you want t o use ,  and ignor i ng t he rPs t .  
Amid da ft commNlts l i ke " WP have h<.>re the descrip l  i on o f  th�c• bi rth of 
a UFO'' hr picks ou t cases completely Wlparal lcled in the> UFD li t0rat u r e ,  
bu t wh i ch �pear to imply t hat the phenanena s tar ted ;� t  grotmd l evel . 1 1  i s  n<.>cPS S <'\ry to rPad the> book ( l.\•hi d1 1 would urgE> Pveryon�-> to do ) to <1pprc.:>ci a t e  how i rr<'l evant to the theory thPSC? cas es arc , hu t 1 hesc> arc the nn0s th0 ;:�u t hor hel j eves he l p  it alnny . T lw on<=>s hp ionorcs - the l i.gh t s  t h at appP;I rr->d over the hc•n<'s of thos �> who wc r<' l d t e� to be convc> r t c>d ,  OV1.>r t h r  c h i\fW ]  s at whj eh Mary J on, •s w;1s l.:1tcr t o  Sf!C-'\k , t he l um j  nous a rch over il m i l p  lOJl(l , th<' 1 1'-•nonnous l wn in;;;s-s t a r '  mov.i nc.J sevr•ral mi lc>s 
i n  Ji ffen•nt di rPc-h ons in fron t of il numbe r of n•SJX>IIS i hJ ... . 1du l ts ,  t hP 

• oval mas� of grey , hal f open, di sclos i ng  wi thi n a kernel of whi te l i ght" 

that hovered over two horse-d rawn carri ayes one ni gh t near Bannouth , the> 
l ights that only appear 100 feet off the g round , show for t�en ty second� ,  

and disappear wi thout goi ng near thP g round , t he group of
. 

l l.gh t s that 
fol lowed a carr i agP for over a m i l e  - thes<" are far more �mpor tant . 

· the l i gh ts appearino indoors at revival meeti ngs are 
Reports concern�ng -

t · · s of 
c learly rl.�arded as i rr e l evant , as are the concurren v1s�on 

h humaTlOid figures and a g i �1t made of light . How a l ig� t cou l d  ave 

t ravel led across the water from Egryn to the Lleyn Peni nsu l a  also goes 

1 · -A s:unp· ly no evi dencp is presented to even sugges t t hat unexp � nL..... . • 
)(} t · · t these events were , any of th� , the resul t  of

_
u�dergrow ac I V l  

_
y ;  

the experiments so far done wi th piezo-electr� c�ty bear no relat�on to 

I do t know what caused these phenomena ; hut at leas t these r<'ports . no 
I don ' t prE>tend. 

Maybe I am a l i t t le too personally i nvolved in asses sments of the 

events that Paul descri bes as " the Bi\rmouth f lap" - so let
.
me rctur� 

to a less contentious i ss ue .  This concerns the Leicestersh�rP mat�ri �l . 

As a source the only one in whi ch a wide timesp�1 has bPen used ,  � t J s 

ext rC'Illely s�abby . Apart from one BUFORA repor� , the UFO �eports usc>d to 

prove that Lei cs UFO' s appear on and aro� Lei cs fault
. 

11 nes have be<.>n 

takc>n fran the Lei cester Mercury , a bori ng ,  conset vat� ve l �cal p�er 

that has the resources to print only what it i s  tol d .  CovPri JX) the . , 
period 1953 - 1 974 , the authors claim to have sorted t�<' ' real ly c�n ous 
cases from thE> dros s ,  l eavi ng thNll 130 casE>s to work w� th • Over 2� 

years , I make t h i s  j us t under 6 cases a year . /\s thes� are c01�plet ely 
tminves t iqated cases , we ·migh t ,  actual l y ,  be generous J n as stu n ng th at 
] � of th;311 would be genu i nely W1explainc:�bl e .  1 3  cases , perhaps ; much 

l ess t han one a Y<"ar ' un i dent i f i ed ' . 

Undeterred, !�eve r ,  al l 1 30  cases a re accepted as evi �nt i a l . 
This  amounts to j us t  under 6 cases each year to be spread 0\•er what we 
a rP tol d  is the " 8 62 squn re mi l e  land area of the count y" .  Th<:> 
authors f i nd that near ly 2.% of the reports - under 1 1;! a YE><1r - fall 

wi th:i n  a S-m i l e  radi us of an tmd i s t i ngui shed quar r i f?d hump ca l l c><l 
C roft Hi l l ,  but concl ude that there are also fo• 1r or: fi Vf' ot her ' wi ndows ' 
i n  t he county .  P resumabl y ,  th<:>se sh;!.H' t.he ot hP.t: 4'2 or so ' r:ud ous ' 
rPport <;  h1 •t\..,e<.>n them . 

wi th the i r cus t om a ry combi na ti on of the apparent l y  s c i en� :i fi e 
;.:�nd t he sp<.>culat i vel y mys t i cal , the authors . wri t e  of Croft H 1 l l  � -
" There i s  at l�ast onr m i no r ,  l ocal fault 1 11 thP. base of the h i l l ,  
p;u t of wh i ch h as been u ncoverro by erosion to �cveal a g rE>at s l ab o f 
rod< , so regular C\S to l ook arti fici al , prot �ud�ng fran the

_
lowcr 

s lopes . Near t he foot of the h i l l  is �n anci �nt chur� ded icated to . 
S t .  l\.1i chaPl - a dedicat i on often assoc.t at<'Cl wl th locations of gf'Oinantl. c  
s i g n i ficance . "  T hcrP i s  a photo o f  this  "expos0d fault" , a s  �e l l  a s  a 
di ilgram showi ng supJX>SPd cor r0lations bebllf'Pn UFO and gc>ophys l. cal 
act i vity .  

l\.1ark B rown o f  Coalvi l l e - a high ly respc>ctE>d UFOI N and BI..JFOM 
i nw•s ti.na tor - he�s resc;uchcd some of the cl ai ms rf><)arding Croft Hi l l .  
T � i ,;k·htP.d to h im for accc>ss to h i s  fj ndi Tl()S . He took thC? troub l e 
to speak to Dr . Peter Crowt h0r of t he Geological Dept . of Leicester 
N,"\tl lrnl H i s tory MusC'um. Ther<:> , working fran bot h  t he lates t 

gc>ol og i. ca l  su rvc>y maps of the county , and from s i te reports completed 
s i ne ... , i t  was found th.:�t t hen.· i s  no f�u l  t ,  maj or or m i nor , in or near 
Croft I l i l l .  G r :\ni tc> and sy{ ·nit<> are there , ce rt ainl y , bu t t here i s  no 
f.'\u l t t o  pc>nni t the pnxi1 1ct ion of vi si hl e  J i gh t  effects . As t o  t ht? 9 
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photo , Nark s ugges t s that thi s  might be o f  "'IK'atherro beds o f  rlif.feri.ng 
rock s " . Cl ( •arly , t h e  authors ' claim that "zones of peak i ncidence 
( of liFO' s )  • • .  • a rr �rlated t o  tec;tonic activity" , is not helped 
at aJ � by t he LPl�('s t e.tsh1 re materi al .  Roth cases put are actually 
nega:- l. ve ,  ?nd ser1ous l y  dr.va1 ut> the book as a wholr. . How much o.f the 
rem:n rx ler 1s as had? 

I t  i s  ask i ng a great deal of any author,  to ch<."Ck a l l  his sourr.es , 
l •t tt a h�1l0t hes i s is only as conv i ncing as t:hc:> evidt•nce that supports 
i t ;  i n th i s  c<ts e ,  i t  i s  c l ear 1:hat. much of the ' UFO' evidence s imply 
wi l 1  not do . 1 f other researchE-rs an• t o  base thei r approach on thi s  
work , they must procred wi th the:> utmost car� . Unfort unat Ply , i t  doe?s 
�e('m that otlwr areas may he equal ly unsat i s factory . I n  the ch."lflter 
t j t l Ni ' The UFO P<tgean l '  4 3  suppos . -dly t>vi • k>nt ial cases are c.i ted by 
nu�br:-r • Sun(' of the cases lack dates , and for some reason J oscph 
Sm 1 th of 1'>1< ,:rrnon famP i s  l ncludro . Rut so a1 so i s  t he reported RVM 

rtflP•"'arnnr::e at K nock ,  Ei r� , in 1 8 79 .  Paul ' s  sonrcl'> for thi s i� t he 
hook ' P."'s sport to 1'>1agoni a ' , by J aques Val lce ,  which ht> quotes as 
(_lOSpel . Unfort unat{>l y ,  Vnl lPc' s own source is et si ngle romant icised 
chnpt<!r i n  a general , unques t i_on i ng  col l ec t i on of BVM accotmt s ti tled 
'A WomO\n Cloth•?CI w.i  th th�__ ... Sun - Eight G r{>a1: Ap�aranccs o.f Our Lady' • 
\•Jhe�P V<tll ee m<\k�s

. 
a m i s takP , Paul r<>peats i t .  And t.he tmqUf!St i onj ng 

t>..-. ) ] p f of the on.cu. n.-\1 sou r cP camps out j n  ' Earth Light s • as " l t is 
':"n • ·>:i\Jnpl P  of t h e  prot o-en t i ty phenanenon � --�xcel l ence . " Act ual lv , 
J t never w.,s anything of the sor t .  

· 

Thi s i s  a c_1oo l rea• 1, -.; timulat i ng ;uxJ Pl ltP.rtain i ng .  M.:.ny of t he 
i dc:>."'c; <1re j nt c:>rr:-s tj ng , and worthy of di s cussion. But t he research i s  
r.:l .--.a r ly muc :h l <>s s  than adequ.-\t e ,  aJi d  the:- conc l us i ons conSf'f]l l""nt l y  opf'n 
to a t t ack and d di ('u l P . l woul•J not l lke to S<.?e /\SS/'1' plare too mnny 

of i ts • '9<15 in such :m i_ l 1 -woven b<1skPt . 

Author Seeks Materia l 

Among the subscribers to a; are most of the leading figures i n 
research i n  this country , and tnany abroad as well . While wri t i ng  my 
' Vis ions of the V i rgi n ' book I have found the help of other 
researchers to be i nvaluable . Consequently , any reader is invi ted 
to send i n deta i l s  of any research or wri t i ng  wi th which they are 
sc:>eki ng help - in a few l i nes ,  i f poss i ble - and i t ' l l be publish�! 
i n  the next i s sue . 

To start the bal l rol l ing , I ' d be del ig,ted to hear from anyone 
wj th f i rs t-hand exper ience of supposed possess ion and exorcism cases 
s a i d  t o  have ar i sen from ' dabbl i ng ' in the occul t  or t� paranormal .  
Also, any other repor ts o f  encounters wi th ' Satan ' the ' Devi l '  or 
s i mi lar f i g nes s ince 1900 . 1\ny mater ial w i l l  be t reated in 
con fidence - p lE•ase wr i te to the usual address . 

The Falklands War 

Why weren ' t  we t old ? 

by Sid Birchby 

ThP Argent i n i an i nv«s i on o f  the Falkl and 1 s l an lc; in /\p r i  1 1982 was 

the maj or event of the year so far as Br i t ai n  was concerned ,  to say 

noth i ng of t h{> i s l anders ; the total  absence of paranormal warni�1s i s  
t hereforP ronarkable . So i s  the apparent l ack of pol i t i cal fores i gh t , 

of course . Wlwn I r ai sed the ques t ion i n  the 1\pri l 1 Q82 ' News l et ter '  

various readc:>rs agr<?('d. Gef Dearn of 'Sangreal ' wrote: 

" I t ' s  a curious fact t hat whenever someth ing l i ke t h i s  hi\[)pens , th(-� 

seers seem to have m i ssed i t . Wi th hi nds igh t , what about t he much­
heral ded wi de conj unct ion around J upi ter on March l Oth , 1 982? W{> had 
a very detailed let tr.r from the Ch i ldren of t he Dawn in Al buquc:>1·q up , 
wi th i ns t ructions on how to u t i l i s e  it to rf's t orP peace on c:>arth . Thc:>n• 
were four s tages , b<>ginning wi th an exorci sm of al l mi l i t ary pavc:>r and 
endi ng wi th the final S£><lling . Unfortunat<.?ly , it does not �eern to havP 
worked . "  

Two othc:>r members had heard of a n  i nvas i on predict ion i n  Old r>loon• ' r.. 
Almanack for 1982 ( on sale about mi d-198 1 ) .  Jl.1uch as we va lu<> G-11\, we 
have to scotch t he �- The re is noth l 119  i n th� 1 <182 �ii b on , or i n  
the 1 983 on<> on s al e after the c:>vent , and we as sum{> t hat Old Moore has 
nothi ng to say . 

R01i Sorrel l ( ' What i s  Di v i nat i on ' ?  - rr; s, f-1ay 1 982 ) made an 1 -Chi ng  
read i ng  on the day of invasion ( 2 . 4 .82 ) and prNli ct ed  that Bri tai n wou l d  
lose the Falkl ands . At tempts to regai n t hem wou l d  fai l . r.trs . Thatcher 
or th<> governmc:>nt would res ign ,  and Bri tai n wou ld have to agree terms 
with Argent j na . l-Ie qual i fied his reading by s ay i ng it rPl atro to t he 

situation as at i nvas ion day , but i t hAs proved to be wrong i n  every 
detai l .  One mus t respPct his forecas t , but i f  the�t is th{> be>st that t he 
I -Ch i ng  can do, the s tatP of d i vi nat ion mus t  be pr{>tt y  d i re .  A comput<>r 

s imu1 at j on could have done as much . 

And poss ibly did l Cons i de>r i ng that t he i nvas ion took the Cabi nrt by 
surpri sP ( or so we are tol d ) the Task Force WilS mobi l i sed so rapi d l y 
that on<> can only asstune a conti ngency-plan for al J t he npces s a ry 
mov('mPnt s of t roops , materials ;md weapons ,  shi prequi s i t i ons AO. I 
suhmnri ne pat rol s .  By compar i son wi th thP bicyc l e-age mobi l :i  sation of 
th<> REF i n  1 9 19 , the:> di spat d1 of the Task Force wi t h i n  a few days can 
only  have be(>n mAde poss ibl e hy means of an i ns tant pr i nt-nut from an 

exj s t j  ng comput <>r prograJlVIIP. .  

Does th:i s mean t h at comput e r  prPdi ct :i on work<:-d bet t e>r thAn d i v i ni\t i on? 

Wel l ,  only j us t . t t  very near l y  fa i l ro .  JI.'IAny l_ i vf's we>r<> los t and much 
damag<.? was donP to the Task Forr.P for reasons ou ts i dl? compu tPJ- capabi J i ty . 
For i f  i t s progranun<> s a i d  that cer t a i n  t h i ngs had h(>(>n don<>, :i t  wou l d  

procc:>ed on t h A t  as s umpt ion . , whPreac; Wl? no w  h<.'ar o f  SP�r i ous d<"fec t s  i n  t he 
nAva l dpfenc<>s , suc-.h as the use of i nfl ammab l <>  al loys on 'Galahad ' , 
poJ y t hPne clot h i ng  th at mel t ed on i ts WL'ar<> rs , aJ xl ( above r� l l )  v<>ry f(>W 
a nU -Exoc:pt sys terns . No donht t hest• s hortr.omi 11<JS were due:• to penny­
p j nch i ng ,  but i t ' s rloubt fu l  thr�t a comput P r wou l d  havP bc<>n pr� rammPd to 

<t l l ow for t hat , and consc>qu<>nt l y i t·s r(>t::ommpf1<'df'<i t act i cs wP.rP ;; c_:· r i ou s l y  
i n  Prror . 1 1  
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T ' le B r i t i sh <ldvaJlt i\Q•"' was r<>� tot cd by scve>ral other factors , also 

non-ccrnpu tal>lP , s uch i\S SUJ){'rior officer/men i nter�c�i on ! 1 mo�a l e ' )
. 

and 
tPchni cal ccrnpetenr.c . For i ns tance , the modern nr1 t l sh f"1gh t u19  un1 t 
f'ncouraocs a f"ootbal l-t,?am l evel of" g roup i\Ction, and i s  canposed of 
pro fess iona ls . I ts ArgPnt i ni an counterpart cons i s t ed  of an el ite officer 
cas h:• of �� r�at canpetence ,  backed-up very poorly by consc r i pts , t reat ed 
a l mos t  l i ke> JX>tms , who wrre expected to servi ce and operate high-ter.h. 
weapon �ystems . Consequc:>ntl y ,  although there were sufficient E.xocet 
m i ssi l rs to wipe ou t the> Task Force, many we re was ted due to wrong 
fus i ng  befon->harx l .  I t ' s a n  axian of war that a g ood  profess ional force 
wi l l  always tx:-at a conscr ipt one up to a high ratio of nwnbers , but such 
"' rat i o  ci\0 rarPly he canputed i n  advance . 

T f we e>xami ne the re>cord of mundane and paranormal forecas t ing i n  
e � r l ier t imes o f  nat ional cri s i s ,  n�nely before the t wo  World Wars , we 
sre a s i m i lar pattern of non-predi ctable i nf"luenr.es . As Kev i n  McClure 
hac; shown ( ' The 1 9 39 No-War P rophec i es ' - <I.J6, September 1982 ) the 
R r i t i sh Spi r i tual i s t pre>ss repeat��ly s aid that there woul d  be r� war 
unt i l war broke ou t - <lnd did not the ' Da i l y  Express ' cb the same? 
A f ter the> event , bo th press medi a  wen� equal ly reluctant to admi t error , 
w i 1 h  the no t able except i on of t he P<i i tor of ' Psych i c  News ' , and the l i ne 
t al< rn was t hat t he forces of evi l were bent on war ,  despi te the e ffort s 
of pol i t i ci <m s  anrl Red I ndi an guides . We have lPss i nformation on thP 
p rP- 1 9 1 4  s i tu<'\ t i on ( Edi t or ' s  note - I ' ve actual l y  covered thi s in a 

recPnt art i c lf' i n  ' The> l lnexpl ai ned '  - there was no pro phecy )  except that 
there:> S<>ems to havr. bel�n a s imi l ar inabi lity to face the i nev i t ab l e .  

l?.f' for<> ho th wars , however ,  t here was a l<>i\d- i n  period of many �ea�s 
wh<>n the r i sk of a w<\r with Germany became more apparent to a l l th1 nkUlg 
prrsons , anu it cloPs not S(>Cill surpr i s i ng  that a fPW fc;>rec�s t s � orac� lar 
or mundan, , wpn• accu rate. There is a max i m  t hat div1 nat1un 1s r:l � able 
i n  j nverse r a t i o  to the divin<>r ' s  involvemen t ,  and few European d1v1ners , 
i n  those two per iods , could have detached themsel ves suffici ently to g i ve 
"n i mpar t i al forecac; t . Yet therP was no lead- i n  to the Fal k lands 
c�mr:\i tJn . Most peopl <> i n  Rri t.a i n  hardly k nc?W  where t he i s l arxls wer e :  
c;omf'wher<> nP.ar the ShP t l ar Kis , pe rhaps? So w e  ne<>d to look at t he way 
d i v i nat i on wo rks - i f  i t  ckws . 

A l as ,  the ph i l osophy of s c i('nce is poor l y  c-quipped to cons id<>r that 
the fu 1 u rP may , in somp way , Pxi s t  <'\ne� be perce i ved now, in the p rPSPnt . 

Tlw i\Cccpte<i l aws of phys i cs "'nd l og i c  cannot accept such an idea ; hence, 
any quas i -s c i ent i fi c  c-ng ui ry comes to a point where a non-ra t i onal 
p roc<>c;<; muc; t  bP ass umed . T h i s  i s  th<> Le'-'P i nto th(' Voi d, a ftPr Reac;on 
h.>s t akPn us to the l i rni t s  of what is known anrl we have to m<'\ke an 
i n t u i t i ve j ump. 1\l. t e> rn<"t i ve> l y ,  a fudge f<"ctor . 

ThP cd�w of t hp divi n;1t i on-c l i ff i s  soon reachc-d, s i nce th(> f"inal 
d;-1tum is t h a t  an orad P is a s up erhuman rPvel at i on spoken t h rough the 
mouth o f  "' hum:�n hei ng .  ThPTPfon· , wP cannot s ay  how thP vi s i on o f  the 
futurr crossPs the Voi d ,  but. WP can i nvcs t i g�t (> how the pro phets s ay t h<'\t 
t lwy do . Ry cur rrnt theory , wh<tt anyone says dPpcnds on a complPx mi nd/ 
hody i nteract i on .  Sf'no;r i mpres s ions rei'\ch thP hrai n via neu r ;t l  p::lths 
opPrat i ng on a hi na ry pul st:'/no-pulse syst Nll . ThP brain is two-l obNI , and 
so i s  t h<' bo dy . l lrnrP the>rf' i s , i n  thPOry , a compat i bl P  hi na ry l i nf'-of­
t r�nc;m i s s ion lw twren whi'\ t  a rl i vi � r  sens c>s <'\nd whC\t he s ays ab out. i t ,  and 
wP m i •.•h t e>xpect an 1\r i s totel i an Yes/No sensory sys tNll to L>e the bas i c  
h 1 nn�n mod e  o f  thi nk i ng ,  wi th l i t t lc- n•<Ja rd to the> poss i bi l i ty o f  �1.>yl){' . 

W<' k now t h,"\ t  moc; t proh l Pmc; do h:tv(' a posc; i b l < '  1 h i  rd answPr , hut we very 
r :. r P l y  arr.Pp1 t hr> i mpl i •':\ l i ons . 

B AC K  I S S U ES 

Wi th t he repr int ing of is s ues 2 and 3 .  long out of pr i nt ,  a l l  the issue!'> 
f r om  1 to 6 a re now avai l able . Between them , they cons t it ute one of the 
f i nes t col lec t ions of ma. t P- r i a l  on t he paranormal in recent years . In the 
hope t hat new subs c r i be rs wi l l  wish to catch up wi th the set , the s ix are 
be ing offered ( U . K .  only ) at the speci a l  pr ice of [5. S i ngle i ssue� are 
f. l .  Br ief de tai ls of t he major a r t icJ es i n  each i s sue are ac; fol lows ; -

No. 1 .  Sue Blackmore on Hallucinations and I llusions , Hilary Evans taking 

apart the Welsh Triangle , J enny Randles on the ' Alien Contact ' family and 
poltergeists , and Alan Cleaver on the problems of the EVP . 
No. 2. Michael Goss on questions raised by the Yorkshi re Ripper t r i al ,  the 

use-of computers in storing and organi sing research and archive material , 
G lossolalia and Xenolal ia, Kevin McClure on theories of interference by UFO 
occupants , and questions of Ethics in I nvestigation. 

No .  3 .  Paul Screeton on the myth of the S t rategic Reserve of Steam T r ains , 
tiie<:SrCXP cont roversy, the I ncidence of Coincidence by J enny Randles , the 
Editor aski ng what is wrong with ouij a boards , G .W .  Lambert on the Geography 
of English Ghos ts , and Nigel Watson on the amazing 1909 Airship Scare. 

No. 4 .  Dr. Vernon Harrison • s  major article ' Credo ' on Survival and Super­
ESP, J anet & Colin Bord on the Bigfoot/UFO interface, J ohn Rimmer on 
publicity-seeking by witnesses , Alun V i rgin on Ouij a and posses sion ,  and 
Bob G ilbert maki ng a mockery of ' Holy Blood, Holy G rai l . '  

No .  5 .  Rod Sorrell on divination and the I - Cli ng ,  Mark Moravec on P s i u fo 
phenanena, Magda G raham on pagan occultism, and J enny R andles reporting on 
the ongoing research proj ect into coincidences . 

� Tony Ortzen on Katie Ki ng ,  Paul Screeton - Alan Garner and the 
Shamanistic process , Michael Goss on Children and the Paranonnal , Kevin 
McClure . on the 1939 No-War P rophecies , Locati ng  Ghosts , and an update on 
the Spiricom controversy by Alex Macrae. 

A l so , cop i es of the seca1d i s sue of ' End T imes Bu l let i n '  ( now  dormant for 
a couple of yea rs t il l  there is a wider publ i c  interes t in predict ions of 
t he end of the wo r l d )  are ava i l able at SOp each ($2 abroad ) . 

Copies of ' S t ars and Rumours of S t ars ' by Kevin & Sue McClure ar(> 
ava i l able at £1 each . This is a 36-page col l at ion and survey of the 
as toni shing repor ts of paranormal events in the Rarmouth area of North 
Wa les in 1904 and l QOS ,  and is the source used by Pau l Devereux in his 
book ' Earth L i ght s ' and by D .  Scot t Rogo i n  'Mi racles • .  
For a l l  of the above pl c:>ase make cheques and P .C . ' s  payable to ' Common 
Ground ' , and send to 1 4 ,  Nor thfold Road , Kn i gh ton , Leices ter . 
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LETTERS 
F rom Robert Anton Wi l�on : 

I woulci l i ke to SU<Jges t that most research atKI specu l at ion about 
"out o f  body exper ience" :i s  confusro by s t ar t i ng from the as s umpt ion 
that cons ci ous ness is norma l ly " in" thf:' body . I t  is pos s i b l e that 
consciousness is not " i n" the body but only appears so by t he s ame 
type of mi spercept i on wh:i r.h makes the earth appear fl at . I t  might 
be worthwh i l e  to considE>r the pos i tion of those who cl a i m  that 
cons c i ousness never has been " i n'' the body . 

l l i ndus and Buddh i s ts claim t hat the s<>nse of conscious ness " i n" 
t he body is an i l l us ion {Ma,ya ) . They as s e r t  t hat t h i s  is not a 
phi losoph i cal drouc t i on but a matt.er of experi ence . The aim of thci r 
yogas and mPCii t a t  i on techniques is s imply to break t he cuncli t i on i nc:J 
wh i ch causes us to perceive cons ciousness " i. n" the body . As Sensaki 
Roshi rxprPssed i t ,  wi th unusual clari ty , Li t tl e  r.ti nd nppears to br 
" :i n" the hocly , whi l e Big Mi nd i s  everywhere . The purpose of ZPn i s  
to achi eve the change i npercept ion whPreby L i t t l e  Mi nd is SC'en to hP 
a soci al i l l us i on arxl Bi g M:i nd is SPen as t he only m i nd t here i s . 

I n  the Wes t such h i s to r i cal figu r�s as P lot i nu� , G i onlano Bruno ,  
J acob Rohme and r.1ary Baker Eddy C\lso conclud<>d, through experi ence o f  
a l tC'red perception, that Li t t l e  Mi nd " i n" the bod y  i s  a misperception 
nnd Big Mi nd E-verywhere is a corrPct percept i on .  

I n  modern physics t he s ame pos i t i on ( one mind evcrywhrre ) has been 
dl?duccd as the l og i cal consequcnr.e of quantum mech<lni cs by Erwin 
Sd trod i nge r  in Mind and Mat ter , by navid Bohm in Wholeness and the 
Jmpl i cate Orde r ,  and by F r i tjof Capra i n  The Tao o f  Phys i cs . 

I f  t h i s  model j s  cor rect , t hen so-c a l led ())BE ' s  a rP j us t  " t rans i ­
t iona l st age bE>tW{>en the soc i al ly condi t .i otK->d i l l us i on o f  consc i ousnes s 
" i n" the ho<iy and the awaken i ng to cons ciouc; nE>ss everywhere . J n  this 
t r nns i t ion , cer t ai n  habi ts carry over from thP soc i r1 l  condi t i oni n g ,  and 
the person j magi TK>s that " l i t t l e  m i nd" ( thr body e<JO ) i s  t ravt> l l i ng  i n  
Euc l i dean spncE>. The tunnPl i mage i s ,  then , 1 he most covPnj t>nt nrP taphor 
fcor whnt i s  happen i ng ,  s i nce it dcri vPS .fran t he bi r th procPSS in which 
the j mpr i nt i ng  of the local social ego began . 

r-1ecl i t r\t i on on the demons t rnt i ons of post-Ei ns t r i n  phys i cs ,  wh i ch 
i ndj cate that both Euc l i d<.>an spar.<.> i.\nd 1 i near t ime arc soci a l  i nvent. ions , 
shou l d  make> i t  pl aus ible that the body-ego ( i ns icie that j rna9 i nary space 
and t i me )  i s  also a soci a l  i nvent i on .  

Th<.> fol l owi ng j s p�rt of a l e t ter that resuJ t ed  frun sanE> connents 
J made about Sai Raba i n  a recent abs t ract . 

Frcrm r>onald Rrookc; : 

Th i DJs that mak0 hi m eH ffrrf:'nt for me an'l that : -

( a )  I ll" i s  not ou t a ft C' r  your money 1 i ke mMlY of thP gurus SN"'Il to 
bP . 1 WPnt to a snrd nar at Rat tcrsea Town l lal l somP months ;.go ancl 
thrr<.> W:\S no <'llt rance frr>, no col l e?c t i on ,  no men t i on of money . They 
f0d us wi t h  l JY i i .-m  or W{>s h•rn food and d r i nk r\S prC' frrrecl, about 500 

of us a l l frr?e . ThPre were t a lks by intel l igent people who had met 
and t�l ked wi t h  him , f i lm shows and s i ng i ng  and danc i ng ,  e t c .  A l l  
most i nterPs t i ng . 

( b )  l ie does not advise long pe r i ods of mP<ii t at i on, etc , or any 

sprc i al t echniqtws . J us t  s ays we must get on wi t h  l i v i ng  in love � 
r i oh t.POus ness and t ruth to the bes t of ou r abi l i ty ,  and that serv1 ce 
to

-
our fe l lows i s  th<? highes t good . 

( c ) l ie dC>Ps not serk puh l i c i ty ;  th�y even had to ge t Sy:>Pci al 
pC' nn i ss i on from him to hold t he sem.1 nar . 

( d )  T hP young peop l e  and d1 i .ldren who are h i s  fol l owers seem q u i te 
f:'xc-rpt iona l l y  ni c-e for t h i s  day and agct 

l ie h<ts oprnPd up a numbe r  of l arge col lc>gPS in 1 rx:Ii a  

p Lum i  ng to , o r  has open<--d , others i n  1 3  o�hc>r count r � es 

wor l d ,  a l l  to spread h i s  mPt hons and tcachH �1s . I t h 1 nk 

mat0ri a l i sps the morn•y ; i f  so, God knows what i t  wi l l  do 

wor l d  economy . 

anci i s  
i n  thC' 
h<' j us t  
to t he 

\<Ji th regard to the s ac rro ash which hp prcx.luces , I spr i nk l ed  
s om e>  round the r oan  wh0n w e  hel d  ou r f i r s t  h0al i ng meet i ng  her<? . 
Scve rr1l people rem: ukrci on the wonderful pcar.C'ful atmosphere , and 
they d i d  not kna11 1 hilt thr p:u t i  cu l ar roan had been the s i t � of mu� 
pai n <1lld s t r i fe unt i l "' frw wPCks before , so J fel t the c l .'\ 1 m  thr1t 1t  
rrmovPs ' bad vj brat i ons ' was V<'ll i d ;  I haw> not t r i rd tald nc:J i t  
i nt c rn."l l l y y<>t ; I suppose> th<lt 1 am s t i l l <'� bi t scept i cal about i t .  

A fr iend told me that ;m I nd i an gi r l  i n  hi s offi ce who had <'� g rec.t 
admi ra t i on for Sai BaLa went out to I ndi a  and eventual l y  mi\tl<'lgecl . to 
get an nudi encc wi th him d ur i ng  whi ch he tall<r>d �bout al l her fnPnds

. and rel at i ves by name and obvious ly kn€'W Pvery th 1 n9  about her , "'nd hP t 
ambi t i ons and pas t l i fe . He seems to be abl e  to commr mi cate wi�h 
anyone f rom any part of t he world in t he i r  own l anguage , acr.ord1 ng t o  
what peop l e  s ay .  1 do fee l that h e  may wel l UP the teacher

. 
for the 

Aquar i an Age as J es us  was .for t he P i scean Agt� , bu t I am t ry H l<J  to kr>ep 
an open mi nd ahout it unt i l  l get more evidcncP mysel f .  I agree th�t 
some of the m i racles s e em  r a ther poj nt l ess hut one of the speak e r s  M t.  
t h e  sem i nar rf:'ckoned that a r i ng  whi ch Baba h a d  mat e r i a l i s ed for h i m  
h a d  s aved hi s l i fe i n  a fal l f rom t h e  top of a l ack1<'r . There i s  a l so 
a we l l -au then t i cated cnse j n  which he brought a man back t o  l i fe and 
hea l th after t he body had begun to decompose .  He di d t.h.i s at tlw 
reques t of t he man • s wi fe and dau�dtter . 

He seems to gPt some very i ntel l igent and s i  ne-err r>Pc.>ple Sf'PC\ki rxl 
for h i m ,  and mos 1 c l a i m  that there i s  a t renr<>ndous feel i ng  of I ovp i n  
h i s  presence . Al so, apparent ly ,  K i rl i an photog raphs show a qui tP 
excC'pthmal a u r a .  
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" Every one wh o  has done any k i lll.l of creative work ha3 experienced, i n 

a grPater or less degrpe, the s tate of mind i n which , after long 

l .,bou r t ruth or bea�ty appears , o r seems to aprx-ar , i n  a sudden glory 

- it m:y be onl y ahout some sm"l l mat ter , or it may be .  atx;>ut the 

w1i vP rs e .  T hP <>xper i ence i s , at the manPnt , very co�v1.nc1. ng ;  &;>ubt 

may come l ate r ,  bu t at t he t imP there i s . ut te� cert�nty � I thulk 

most of the tx>s t creat ive work ,  in a rt , J.n sc1.ence , 1.n l1. terature , and 
i n  phi losophy , has tx>en t he resu lt of such a moment . �1ether i t comes 
to ot he rs as to me , I cannot s a}' " 

ThP quote is from Ber t r ;md  Rus sel l ,  the scept ical athei s t  and 
mathemat i ca l l oo i ci an .  Al though officially ant i-mysti c , he does seem 

to have had a s�ft spot for P l ot i nus and Spinoz a ;  mayl>P this i s why . 

A fter A rchi medes arxl Newton, the best-known scient i fi c insi ght of 
t h i s  k i nd ci\me to the F rench mathemat i ci an Henri Poi ncare whi le he was 

i nves t ioat i no the Fuc:hs ian Functi ons . Poinca r e  interr.upterl his s t udi es 
to <l<> o� a g�logi cal t rip and found himsel f getting a d ramati c 
reve l a t i on about t he Fuchsian Fnnctions in the middle of s tepping on a 
bus . T hPrP are p l Pn ty of other examples ; see Arthur Koes tler ' s  book, 
' Th<' Act of C reat i on ' . These i ns i gh t s occur in the ' hard sciences ' as 
well as t he arts , fi eJ rls in whi ch thp res u l ts must be checked by logic 
anrl experi mPnt and mus t not be mere ly arbi t rary . 

But the proc��ss SPemc; to l ack a rati onal bas is ; i t  i.s di fficu l t  
t o  e l imi nat e t h e  s uspi c i on that origi nal creat i on ari ses b y  chance. 
Not a n<'w t hPOry , th i s ; i n  l larxlel • s  time i t  was appl i ed  by canpos i ng 
mus i c to t he t h row of d i ce .  Now people prog rarm�e comput ers to do this , 
and David BowiP wri t es songs t h i s  way, by pi ecing newspaper cutti ngs 
t ogcthr?r . You can j udge the rPs u l t s  for you rsel f . Not all creat ive 

pPOp l e>  have agrPPd wi t h  such p.ffort s . J n  Gul l i ve r ' s voyage to Lapu t a ,  
J onat han Swi ft sat i ri ses exact ly thi s .  The Laputan Academy has bui l t 
a mad1 i np for cons t ruct i ng ranclan phrases , which they pl an to put 
togcthPr i nt o an encycloped i a .  

0 (  courc;e luck C r\ 11  pJ ay a pa r t  i n  di scovery , and there a re bri ght 

i < IP,""\S wh i ch ] Pad nowhere as wel l ,  but thi s can ' t be t he whole s tory . 
Thc r<' arf> th<> wr 'f'ks of pr<'par.at i on dpscri lx:-d by SOillP of Koes tler ' s 
c; ubj <>ct s .  As l....ot d  s Pas t eur s ai d :  " Olance favours the prepan>d mi nd . "  

Wh.•t ex<:lr: t l y  i s  a n  i deil , and how d o  you get a new one? There are 
c;evPr a l  and Pnt , hu t s t i l l  coh<"rPnt theori es whi ch  i nfl uenr.e our 

p rPsent thi nk i ng even t hou9h l a r9P. parts o f  t h(>lll have been ahandonrd 
by th<' mod<'rn out J ook .  

P l a t o  decidro t hat i d(>ac; h .,d an exi s trnr:e of thei r own ,  t hat they 
Wf'rr• <'VPn more TPal than mat e r i a l  obj ect s . Pl ato was a fo] l ower of 

P v t h;Kloras , \1/ho r{'()Arded numhers as t he real i ty unclPr] y i ng  the 
u;l ivl.'?�se . l'-1a t hPlna t i c al conrepts do Sl'em to have an ex i s t<>nce of thei r 
own. l'-1odern mathema t i ci ;mc; r{'(1anl th i s ex i s tence as mc ti\J)hori ca l , but 
in pract i s�.? th<'y s t i l l  l n�.•t tlw i r i dr as ."lS F l .,tuni c rea l i t i es .  

But i n  Pl ato' s view , i d�as we re PtPrHal and you couldn ' t c r ea t e  t hPill . 

I n  th� ' Meno '  he depi ct s Soc r a tPs ge1 t i ny  a s l ave boy to work a t  
. 

geometry .  S i ncP thP s lave is too i <Jnorant to know any geomet ry from t in s  

world, reasons Socra t es , he must have retll•tnberro i � from l>efor� he was 
born . We all know t h i s  k i nd  of i ns ight can feel h ke rememl>P n ng � . 
previously forgot ten fact ; per h a ps both proces� es wur� t h rough a Sl ml. l ar 
network of associations us i ng a s i mi l ar m<>charnsm . G 1.ordano Bruno l at er 
t ried to develop a sys t em to improve thp memory , in the hl'l i Pf that onP 

would then recal l t h i s  hidden knowledge . 

Ar i s totle didn ' t bel ieve ideas act ual ly Px is ted in t hei r own r igh t . ; 
he t.houoh t thPy were put toge ther from observat ion. To i nterpret t he 

world a;·ound us , we nPed a facul ty call N I  Conunon Sense, ori9 i na l ly a 
s ix th sens e wh i ch all owed us to correlatP t h<> data from the other fi ve . 
For t rul y abs t ract ideas we used Nous , wh i ch in Ar i s tot l e  me.-,ns t he 
P<"rcrpt i ve ,  even i n t u i t i ve far u l ty of thp m i nd . Nous i s  onP u f  1.hose 
unt rans l at Pable G reek words whose meani ng varies betwe-en d i fferent 
phi losophe rs . For An;ucai)Oras , f'bus had meant som(� thing more ak i n  to t hP 
mi nd of God. 

Thcs p theories were brought together in the (>arly cPn tur i ec; A . D .  i-15 
Neopl atoni sm ,  whi ch was in effect a rel igion .  God ,  Nous , and the Wor l d­
Soul becam<> a theologi cal t ri ni ty ,  and abs t rac t ideas de fi n i tPJ y 

exi s ted on a highPr plane of exis tence in t he m i nd  o f God . I f  you 

wantf� to get hold of a p revious l y undiscoverPd i dea , your bes t bet was 
to t ry to a t t.ai " u ni ty wi. th t.hp Divinp l'-1i nd  l ik� P lot.inus , by C'Scendi ng  
out o f  the body t o  the myst i cal realm when> thes e rari fied Pnt i ti ps were 
t o  be found . 

T h i s  ou t look was adopt<..>d by Ch ris t i an and Mos lem t heolO<Ji ans to foro1 
a WPs t r?rn mys t i cal t radi t i on ,  wh i ch l as tP<J to mod<>rn t imes unt i l  i t  was 
OV<•rth rown by t he Reformat i on a.Ild t h(' s ciE"nt i fie revolut i on .  PPrhaps whPn 

pr�>sent-day SE'I'?k<>rs t un"' to occu l t i sm , they are 1 ryi 11e;1 to recover a p."\rt 
of CJlr i s t i aTl bpl i.<> f whi ch t.hey sense is mi s s i n9 .  

The �1<."<ii <?va l ch u rch wac; l i bera l enou9h to c r Pd i t  P<'ganc; s uch "s 
Ari s to t le wi t h  divi ne i nspi rati on ; a ft<?r al l ,  �kJses had been '' J E>�v .  
La ter on . t h e  J es ui t c; favourP<I Con fuci us , �r:hi cl 1 i s  how J< t.mg  Fu--T z u  90 l  8 
Lat i n n�ne . 

But s uppos i ng  you c li dn '  t have thp ascP t i c i sm consi d•"rrd npcessary to 
hecanP a proper myst i c? Suppose you wantPd a shor t-cut to gr ea ter 
wisdom? You migh t at tempt to s ummon on<.-> of t hp i n1 enn<-'< li ,"1ry spi r i t s  who 

we n-' sa id to i nhahi t thos<' eth<?rea l  rl'>a l;ns , maybe a drtemon l i ke th• -� O I IP 
Sor·ra les had ; or in Lat i n ,  a geni us , an i ndwel l i ng crf'ati vr• spi r i t wh i ch 
cou.l d sort out bd gh t  i de."\s for you and s ti ck them in t.ht> uack o (  your 

m i nd ,  � i\Ille as a geni P or J l. nne>e . Nowacl<ws WP g) vc• tlw c rru i  t to t he 

i nd i vidual u ncons ci ous , but i t  s t i l l  Sf.>e>ms as i ( some e·<te rnal i ntP.L l ­

i �.wncc h.•s worked ou t t h<' answer for us l\� r i. l "  W{> occupy ou r rni nds w.i th 
somr · t: h i ng  en 1  j rcJ y cli f fPren t .  

17 
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The d n<'mons o f  tht> o l d  T('l i n i nn b .. •c;unc t h e  df".'!Tlons of 1 he> nt.!W , cv Ki 
i f  you �dl i <'ved sunPt hi ntJ t'l'al ly cl ev e r  du r i ng the D�rk Ages - such as 
01 r i tl nn<> t i c  wi th l ong divi s i on - you m i gh t.  P."ls i l y b10> accus,'<" l of Sa t an i c  

compl i c i ty .  G i  orcbno R n m n  wns b u r n t  nt th<' s 1 ake as l ;, t .e as 1 (00 
whrn hi smf·mory sys tern was rlPtlOuncrd as a form of csorc<'ry . Bu t i f  you 

wer<' Dr . F < �I I S t u s  nn<i fNI up wi th Ar i s tot l e> , you migh t pven consi der 
the J os s  o f  your soul a wort hwh i l e  i nvPs tment in the causP of 
PdtlC<lt i on .  I s usl "'c t t1l n t  today ' s Faus 1 uc; wouh1 t ry t o con tact "' 
f !f.'O  for h i S  ar)VallCPd kt10W l e d9P o 

Or cou l d  th<' person wi 1 h  the bright ideas h imsel f be superhuman? 
" Tht>rP a r<' gods and m<•n and bei ngc; L i ke Py t h agorns , "  said h i s  G rPcl< 
di scipl r->s . \\k" have> t rans fe rrro the word ' geni us • to the t a lentro 
i n.-ti v i dua.J now, and i t ' s  thP near e>st thing we have to dei fi cation .  
1\l,'\ylx- such p<'Opl e c01nr to u c;  i n  UFO '  s? "Einstei n was prob."\hl y one o f  
t h<'ffi11 , sugges t s  ;m 1\me d r:an o ffj n·r i n  ' Cloc;e Encount e rs of thP. Th i rd 
Ki txl . ' 

The br i gh t i dea from nowhere i s  s u r.roundPd wi th Prnot iona l ly dtarg<?d 
v01 lupc; , wh i c:h '���" (�>.T>res s i\S bes t we can in t he symbol i sm of tht> age i n  
wh i ch \liP l i w-• . We h<\VP subs t i t u t e-d spacemen for angP.ls and out e>r sp."lC<' 

fo:._- i nne r spac(' . WP credit  our i ntu i t j ons 1 o c Lri rvoyance rather than 
Nous . And beci\USP sonc a·;pects of s c i encP hav� given i t  a poor puhl .i c 

i tnr\c_Je , W<-' have <lhandonpd the:- G r�k vi ew t.hat God w.:�s a ma th''"'·•t i c i an ,  
."lnrl fo rgot t e-n i t s s i gni fi cance . 

The- i nt<'rilc t i nn of Plnot i on and bel i e- f hns always been di fficu l t  for 
uco to handl e ,  and i t  has o f t c•n got i n  t he- way o r  sci0n t i fi c  i ns i�1h t . 
\vc· kn01� the cli\Jl<)Pr of facts bei ng em bel li shed i n  an emoti onill ly 
S <l t i s fy:i ng di n•ct ion . Rut t.J u•n! cou ld IX' a s pcond danger . Our pmoti ons probahJ y  fi ddl P thP <la1 a i n  order to •-·xprr>ss t lu:omselves i n  met aphor . 
P.y t .:U< i no  th<? symbo l i sm 1 i 1.e r.al l y ,  whet h(' r we acc(_>J)t or rPj e<' t i t , W'P i c_J ilOr<' thp mr1 .,phor - r\nd the ntPssaq�· . \</(' may be m i s s i DJ some f�ual l y i mpn •ss i vr phc>nonc110n "�1 i ch is pro founu ly m i sundp r s t ood  but undeni abl y  
Tf':'l ) . 

A non-hi nary thi nker m i gh t have a bettPr v i rw across the Voi d .  We 
tend - and so do our conputers - to becune dogmat ic ; to reach dPc i c_.; ions 
by means of a pyr ami d of cnrl ier ones whi c-h havP discarded thi rd-options . 
An i nt e l l igent Sf]ui d ,  for examp le, with a 5-lobP.d br ai n and 10 l imbs , 

nd ght thi nk ot herwi s e ,  an<.l poss i bly we do at r ;, re times thi nk i n  a more­
than-bi nary fashi on , and leap across the Void . 

* * * * 

t 
I 

A Bright Idea from Sheff ie ld 

by Michele Clare 
I t h ink I may s afe ly say that the most perpl exi ng prob l Pm  that 

facPs res earchers i nto the paranormal i s  the lack of repentabi l i ty of 

res u l t s . One may hPar remarkable c l ai ms of cons i s tPnt psychi c act i v i ty 

occu r r i ng  around a certain person , or one may Pven be involved pe rsonal ly 

in experiments i ndicating psych i c act i vi ty ,  but the rnomPnt an 
external s ci ent i fi c  research team enters t he scene the phPnomPna 
irnrnPdi at ely , mys te ri ous ly di s appear . Why is j t  that c�nfi rmat i on of 

paranormal act i v i ty is so elusi ve? 

In my experience, confi rmation of any paranormal phenanenon i s  l ike 
runn i ng  around in a desert ful l  of mirages - the l and aroun<i is dotted 
wi th oasps ful l  of palm t rees , but thP rnanent one get!' near t.hey van i s h  
i nto th i n ai r .  I s  i t  because there W<lS nothi ng therr i n  thP fi rst 
pl ace , or could t here be another reason? I '�u l d like to specul ate on 

another poss ible cause for the wealth of recorded phenanena , and th<:> 
dear th of sol i d ,  subst anti al evidence . 

There are t h ree possible opti ons : -
a/ . Psychic powers are res t ri cted to a smal l  rnunber of t al ented peop l e  

( o r  ent i ti es ) .  

b/ . No-one i s  psychi c , phenamena are caused by fraud , m i s i nterpret at ] on ,  

coi nci dence etc . 

c/ . We all have psych i c  powers , all the t ime . 

Mos t people seem to cons ider that a/ . i s  the mos t l ikely opt 1 on ,  but 
cons i der for a wh i le what woul d  occur i f  opt ion c/ . WPTf' t he t ntth . 

Cons i der for example the abi l i ty to be lucky and pi ck the ri 9ht 

t<>ams to wi n the footbal l pooJ s .  One person ' s w i n i s  ar10ther p e rson ' s 
loss .  I f  you wi n some ext r a  money i t  is only meani ngful i f  you h01ve 
more th an your neighbou r . I f  all your nei9hbours a l so wi n t hP poo l s  

then your wi n becomes poi nt l ess . 1 n order t o  obtai n " mr->an i r�J f u l  
advant age th rough psychi c powers you would have t o  suppress t h(' ab1 1 i t y 
of al l the people around you . But the people around would a l so be doing 
the s ame t h i ng  a nd  woul d  be t ry i ng  t o  suppress your pOIIIPrs . , 1 t wou l d  
b e  very pleas ant a t  times to read other peop l Ps '  m] nds to obt ai n uspful 

i nformation . However , i t  woul d  no t  b e  so plPas ant to have al l nnd s und ry 
t uni i1CJ in to your private t hought s . I f  any person cou l d  rel i ab l y u c; e  

t e l epathy, he would probably be the most unpopu l a r  person o n  ear th . 

Superfic i a l ly it seems qui t e  plP<\Sant to hav'=' med i tuns , c l ai rvoyan t c; ,  
telepaths , metalbenders , etc . as enter ta i ners . I t  i s s t i l l  qu i te? 
acceptabl e whPn these people correct l y tell you that G reot Aun t AgC\tha 
s ai d  that you put red roses on her grave . l f , howevPr , one of t hPSP 

pPople suddenly devel oped the abi l i ty to pre d i ct t r<'nds on t ht> s to�k 
exchange or to mani pul at<' g u i ded m i s s i les , then it wou lu a ffPc t <>v<'ry one 
of us and upset the s t abi l i ty o f  our envi ronment . M i no r , uni mro r t <'\n t  
act i vi t i es , s uch a s  t he aL i l i ty t o  bPnd forks wou l d  n o t  be coepn <'\S " 
th reat t o  other peopl P ,  so l ong as it did not occu r too frpquent l y  or 
rel i ably . The occas i onal mys tc> r i ouc; even t is q u i t e wP J c:omp . Ev�ryon0 
l i kes to read <\hout oood ghos t  s tor iPs , but no-otu:• wou ld l ik(•  the ul 1oc; t s  
t o  �comP t oo  p t  ol i [ j  c .  19 
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Would the rP.s u l t  be that WP would n l l  reach a sort of psychi c 
s t alemate? Suppose a group of people managed to di scover how t o  
levi tate t abl es . That i s  qui te acceptab l e . They t hpn g o  o n  t o  l evi tnte 
othPr obj ects mx:l t hen dc>vel op  the t echnique to levi tate thPmse l ves , so 
that they no l ongpr n�ed to usp cars ( Sci ent i fi cal ly t here i s  not mud 1 
di fferenc<:> between l i ft i ng a tab l e  and l i ft i ng  a J)E'rson ) . T h<>y now havc> 
considPrable advant age over othe r  p<_>�>l e .  At somp s t age i n  thi s process 
i f  my theory i s  correct , · other people wi l l  use thei r psych i c  powrrs to 
grourx:l the l evi t ators . They may tx> found gu i l ty of fraud or t he i r 
s ani ty wi l l be ques ti oned . They wi l l  fi nd that the t ables wi l l  perfonn 
marvPl lous ly when there are no out s iders vresent but wi l l  s tay fi rml y on 
the g round whPncver external i nves t igators enter t he room . 

I f  my theory is cor rPct , then I can make certa in predi ct i ons as to 
the nature of people l ikely to experi ence pa ranormal phP-nomena , and t he 
nature of �ple who wi l l  never expcd encc> psychi c phenomena s -
1/ . PeopJ e who regu la r ly e:x}X>r ience phenomena wi l l  havP one or more> of 
these cha r acteristi cs : -

a/ . ThPy do not readi l y  di vulge thei r P-xpeni Pnces to i nves t i gators . 

b/ . They have some h i s tory of mental i ns tahi l i ty . 

cf . They can be proved to bene fi t fi nanci al l y from disc losurp of 
thei r psychi c  powers . 

d/. Other people be l i eve they are the sort of per son who would be 
gui l ty of fraud. 

2/. People who are vPry Wllikel y t o expe rience paranunna l phenomena : -
a/ . People wi t h  some s t andi ng i n  thP communi ty , e . g .  doctors , 

lecturers , etc . 

b/. Peopl P who would efficient ly rPCOrd any unusual act i vi ty and 
would pubU c i s e  any such events . 

cf . P<:>aple wi t h  a reputat ion above ques t i on .  

I am no t  fur or� minute sugges t i ng that �)l � who cl aim t o  be psychi cs 
are ment al ly w1stable or fraudulent . I am j us t  s a�t i ng  that for the sake 
of our society ' s  bal ance i t  i s  necessary that we should he abl e  to f i nd 
an excus e to di sbel i eve thri r c laims . I n  othe r societi es d i fferent 
ru l es appl y .  The wi t ch doctor can perfonn magic , hut the> ordi nary 
person cannot . 

The theory that we are al l part of a psychi c s talPmatP can expl ai n  a 
great m;my of the mus t confus i ng  problems . I fi nd that j 1. i s  a usefu l 

model for prPdi c.:ti ng expe r i mPnt a l  rPs u J ts , hut J rnuc; t <tchni t  that J fi nd 
it d i ffi cul t to accept i ts revolut i onary impJ i c�t i ons . 

Reviews 
PSYGI I CAL  RESEARGI : a Guide to its History ,  

Principles and P ract i ces . Edi ted for the S .P . R .  

by I vor G rattan-Gui nes s .  Wellingborough , The 

Aquari an P ress , 1982. 
Reviewed by Dr . E .J • Dingwal l .  

A l though the t i  t } p  of t h i s book s t a tes that i t  i s  a guide to the 

h i s t ory and other aspPc ts of psychi cal research it i s
.

not
.

easy to 
d i scovpr to whom it is addrpssPd .  l ndPed, after read� ng 1 t  the mys tery 
of ; ts purpose seems to dePprn , bu t fi rs t  let us examHle the form and 
sc��e of our gui de .  

Th<> work i s  d i vidPd i n to fi ve part s . The fi r s t , after an i nt roduct i on , 
has four hi s t or ical sketches of psych i cal research in Bri tain , Europe , 
Russ i a and the Uni t e•d  S t a t es . La t i n  Ameri ca has apparently been over­
l oukP<i, s i nce the l i s t  of organi si\t ions �n Part 5 �i t s  .ru:x:trade' s 
l ns t i.. t u tu Bras i le i ro and there i s scant 1 f  any ment1on pa1 d to the work of 
such persons as Xavier , Gasparet t o or Peixoto. The s ectic:>n by Nr . Fraser 
N i col is notewor thy for i t s i ns i s t c:'nce on the facts rel at u19 to . the 
foundi na of the SPR ruld the demol i t i on of the myth so long cu lhvaterl by 
:thP soci Pty' s offici a l s  that . th i s  was accc;npl i shed hy a gro�p of

. 
scholars 

�rx:l s ci enti s ts , a t al e  desc r i bed by Mr . N1 col els��ere as turn1 ng 
n i s tor :i cal t ruth upside down and i ns i de out" . In h i s  treatment of Eu�ope 
l'-1r . Gruber h�s done h i s  bes t i n  t hP l ess than five pages a�ott� to h1m

. bu t cl early t h i s  was harely s u ff i ci en t .  The sec t i ons deal 1 ng  w1 th Russ 1 a 
and t he l Jni tPd St ates are so shor t. that thei r value is s light , al tho�tgh 
or . l'-1::\ll!'>kopf s t at es that h i s  ncc.:ount deals wi th the work of the Amer1 can 
SPR . 

Part 2 deal s wi th " the RilJ19P o( P s �,tch ical Phenomena" and compri ses 1 2  

sect i ons i n  wh i d1 thP various typr>s o f  ph<.>nanena are briefly de�c r ibed, 

S l ldl a!' telPpathy , appari t i ons , pol t e rryei s t s , OUt -of-lxJ<.-fy exven e�ces , . hPal i. r10 and psychi c phot og raphy . Part 3 ,  i n  10 sect ions , passes 1 n rev1ew 
what a�e cal l ed "AspPct s of Ps�'chi ea 1 Res Parch" , in which methods of 
i nves tigation are des c r i bed and t he use of s ta t i s t i cs ,  compu�ers and other 
ai d� a n'!  touchPd upon . The pil r t.  Pndc; wi t.h two very odd s ect1ons . on �hP 
rc:> l at i on of ethi cs to psych i c a l  r<.>SE'ar.ch , and mPthods through wtn ch 1t can 
be taugh t . As an example t hE' text gi vPs a li s t of ques t ions set for 
s t udents doi ng 'Genera) S tudi <'!'> '  at a uni vers i t y ,  a l though from thP �ature 
of the ques t ions it i s  i mpos s i ble evpn to guess thP reasons for pu t t u � 
thP�n ,  Ml<l on wt1at t he expPcti\tion i s  based that anyone but an expert w1 th 
yf'ars of pxperi ence wou l d  even a t tPillp t  to reply to them . 

1 n 1 he fou rth part of 8 secU ons t he rel at ion of psych i cal research to 
othPT. s ubj ects is cons idered . Thus i ts connect i on with psychology, 

. 
psych i at ry , phys i cs C\nd s ul>j ec t c;  as d i verse as . as t rol�y , ufology , d001s 1 ng ,  
rPl i ai on and the place of the mPJi "' a r P  a l l  br1 efly d1 scussed ,  and the 
aut h�rs of each secti on , havi ng pres tunabl y  done what was expect�'(] of . th� , 

l eave> the rei\der wi th a short bu t wc:-1 1 -chosen g los s a ry of tenns . Thi S I S  
fol lowrd hy a l i s t o f  i n t ernc)t l OnC\1 organis at ions ( i n whi ch by t he way the 
I ns t i t ut e  of Ps ychophy!' i ca l  J?PS<'�rch at Ox ford is om i t t P<i )  arx:l some 
<.>di tor i al notes on th,., con t r i  hu tors who, we arP as sured o� the b l u rb ,  are 
l eadi no <lUthor i t :i ps i n  the fi e l d ,  a claim wh i ch to some m1ght S(>Pm a 
1 i t t 1 P  s u rpr i s i ng .  
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f\� s t ated at the �gi nni ng  o f  t h i c:; rPvi ew, it is not e<lsy to di scover 
to wha t  r. l as s  of realff'r th i � hook i. s "ckJres�«?d . Th� gener<ll reader who 
i c:; ,  -"S thP S <lyi ng goes , ' i nt r?rPc:: t ed i n  th� subj (>ct ' can h<\rdly be Pxpectro 
rf'mf,  l e t a lonp Undert;t ;md SOinp O f  thP Sections , whi l e  the exper t wi l l  
l earn l i t t l e  t h <\ t  he c � s  not �l rf'�dy know. A s  m i g h t  be expectPd, some 
Sf'ct i ons arP of much g r.P:ttrr vnl uP t han others . Those by F rascr Nicol , 

Sus i\11 Bl <\ckmor<> , E .  Wookey , f\ l an P-1ayflf? and R. Broughton , who deal wi th 
t he h i story of psyr..hi ra l rescarrh i n  Rri t ain, <XJBE' s ,  hypnos i s ,  s tatist ics 
"nd t hf' uc:; � of thP rnmpu t P r  rec:;r�··�t i vc� J y  are to be especi al ly commend� , 
w h i  J c:; t  othP r SPct i on� s hou l d  hi'\Vf' hrc •n f'nt rus t ro  to more experiencro hands . 

Pc-rll<lps the bes t and most usp ful feat ure of this book is what i s  
w rong ly termed the ' bi bJ i ogr ;\flhi r>s ' fol lowing each section. Thes e  are 
rea l ly l i s ts of referf'nr:rs to th<> s ubj ects being t reated and provide 
an excPl lent source from whi ch thr material has been gathered . For 
modf'rn work these refereno>� wi 11 he found of cons iderable value , thouyh 
a few may r<>g re t the ahscncc of snn� of the great clas s i cs of psychical 
research s uch as Poctnor<> ' s Studies in Psychi cal Research ( 1897 ) ,  and hi s  
t wo fol lowi ng works ThE> Naturalis ation o f  the Supernatural ( 1 �) and 
T he Newer Spi r i t ual ism ( l 9 l 0)  a l l three of wh i ch draw largely on thE> 
work o f  the SPR . 

The Edi tor has c l Parly take-n g reat t roubl e in the preparat i on and 
proof reac ti ng of the hook ,  anci any seri ous factual errors SE>em to be 

mi ni mal , al though what may he printprs ' errors are unfort una te , s uch as 
L"\Jnhroso, T y rel l and Gi l l>Pr. t ,  and Podmore' s death being given as 1950. 

SOUL S EARGI : Spi ri tual G rowth through a 

Knowledge of Pas t  Li fet imes . By G lenn 

Wi l l i s  ton and J udi th J ohnstone :P Wellingborough , 
Turnstone P res s , 198 3 .  

No t  :t favourite s ubj er.t o f  m i n e ,  t hi s  - no r  o f  anyone even mi ldl y 
ohc:;es sed wi th the prE-senta t i on of Pv i dence - this i s  OnE> of the mor(> 
cnmplete and l i t erate? books from the "welfare t hrough r eg ress ion" camp . 

Li t erate, i n  that it i s  we l l  wri t t pn and organi sed , with sane consi der­
at ion for g i v i ng the proces:; a h i stori cal and rel igi ous c-ontext . Compl e te ,  
i n  tha t i t  put s fon11ard t h P  s upposed n �  for the practi se o f  ' Sou l Search ' , 
th� methoo of i t ,  i t s advrtnt ages , and a number of exampl es of how i t 
func t i ons , and thE> cffpcts thr�.t i t  can have . I suspect that belief and 

an t i ci pat ion mus t , wtavoi clahl y ,  pl <ly an important part in the process ,  but 
t h i s is an i ncrPas i ngly popul a r  s nhj ect , and Soul Search is a relati vely 
SPns i. hl e gui de from wh i r.h to work . KM .  

LIV I !'C  M::>NDERS : Mys teries and Curios i t i es of the 

Animal Kingdom . By J ohn Mi chel l  and Robert J . M .  

R i ckard , London , Thames & Hudson , 1982. £8 . 95 .  
Revi ewed by Kevin McClure . 

(\ good For tean book i s  l i kr? "n unexp<>cted m i rror . I t  i s  not there 
a l J t h� whi l� but su rpr i sPs us fron t ime to t ime, showing us what WP 
m i s s  beh i nd  and above and around us , out of the range of our conven ti onal 
vi s i on .  And i t  is al so a mi r ror t hat tel l s  t rue , and does not distor t .  

On t hese terms , Living WOnders is a part i cul ar ly finP Fortean book , 
anrl a real l uxury i n  t he propPr SPnS<> of the wo rd .  I t  i s  by no means 

nPcessary to mank i nd ' s cont i nu i ng exi s tPnc� that we should know the 

i nt imate detai l s  of wha t  the authors cal l ' Cryptobiology' , a heading that 

covPrs such wonders ac:; the K r akE>n , Li fe after Ext i nction ,  Neo-Di nos au rs , 

Rai ns of Fi sh and Rep t .i l ps and SePds and Vegetables , Toads i n  Sol i d  Rock , 

Ca l cul at i ng HorsPs , Cat s w i th W i rl()s , Animal P rovi de rs , Caninr Loyal t y ,  
A vi a n  f\hduc t i ons , S ui d drs and J l i  t ch-J iikers , Animal Counci ls and Law 
Cou rt s <\nd Ar.mi Ps a n d  Nass Pani cs and \'lakes and FUnerals , Monkey Chai ns 
and Rat K i nos <lnd fa r more bPs i rlc>s . Bu t i t  i s  marvellous that Mi chel l 
and R i ck a rd - s houlci havC> t rouhl f'd to col l ate such a wealth of obscure and 
i n t r i gu i ng  knowJ. Pdqe and eXJ:>P r i Pnce , �m have presented i t  in s uch a 
pl <><\s i ng mann«:>r . 

f\nyone who has read ·the aut hors ' previous best-seller Phenomena 
wi l l  know what i s  goi ng on hrre . Thi s  i s  rescue archaeology on i terns 
of knowled9� that cou l d  so pac:; i l y  he los t because they seem so epheme ral 

hut wh i ch , when presented en mac:; s c ,  di spl ay a s i gni fi cance as a whole 
t h <tt j s g r�ater t han the:> s um of i t s  par t s . Thi s eff(>ct is E>nhanc<><l by 
thP cons i s tpnt ly h i gh stand;ud of i l. l u s t ration .  

I t  woul d be a mi s take:> t o  i. m::�g i nc- that any o f  t h i s  has much t o  do 
w i t h  the:> p;uanorma l .  What i t  j c:;  about is the wonders of nature - not 
c:;upP rna t u re, or un-n<\ t nr� . l nrlrPd, t hP lesson for al l of us i s  that i f  
t h i ngs as ext r<lordinary as a rP r ccordpd here can happen i n  the animal 
ki ngdom - rarPly , adtt i t teci l y , hu t thE>y happen nonetheles s  - then it i s 
thr> more l i kel y that what WP now as s um(> to be paranonnal events wi ll 

proh<\b1 y turn out to have a nat U i al Pxpl anat ion i n  the end . But despi te 
th i s ,  the book has al . .l the qtt.:l l i t.i ps that went to make Phenomena such a 

s t rrcf's c:; , wi th an adde-d degrr>P of speci a l i s at i on that makes it a l l  the 
mor.P Si'\t i s fyi ng .  

Far too o ften, I r<>ad that c:;om(> hook o r  other, for whi c..h t he reviewer 
ha� pai d  absol u tE- ly nothi no and whi eh i s  often of margi nal value, !!lus t 
fi n ci i t s way on to thP rea;iP.rs bookshE-l f .  You don' t have to have tiliS 
honk to bE> a compet Pnt par"norm;tl rPsearcher , bu t i f  you hav<> ev<>n a 

pac:;c. i nCJ interes t i n  t hP anoma l ous , fi nci dc:.>l i ght i n  t he pecul i ar , or j us t 
want to i n form and �nj oy yon rsP) f "t th� s amP t ime, you could hardly do 
llf>t 1 r-r t h<ln huy Li\'i na Wonders . 
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THE MAG I C  TAROT : V ehi cle of Eternal Wis dom , by 

Frederic Lionel . London , Rout l edge and Kegan 

Paul , 1982. ·£8 . 95 .  
Revi ewed by Dr . Sus an Bl ackmore . 

' The Mag i c  Tarot ' i s  an a t tract ively presented l i t t l e  book t rans l ated 

from the French and with the bonus of a pack of 22 newly designed cards . 
I f  you enjoy meander i ng  explorations among di fferent symho l i sms and 
ancient mythology then you wi l l  probably enjoy the book ,  bu t it i s  not an 
easy read, and is often frus t ra t i ng ly confus i ng .  I t  i s: certai nly no t  a 

book to recommend to anyone new to the Tarot . L ionel seems to assume 
that h i s  readers al ready know what the Tarot i s ,  how the pack of cards i s  

made up and h ow  i t  i s  used ,  as we l l  as s001eth i ng  about mythology , 
numerology and alchemy. 

Lionel argues , as have many before him ,  that modern cards do not do 
j us t ice to the original anci ent symbol ism and that we can only unders t nnd 
the Tarot ful l y  by ret u rning to i t .  To t h i s  end he designed h i s  new 
cards . Many others have also fel t  compel led to produce new des i gns -
Al eister Crowley ' s power fu l ,  even frighteni ng  cards are probably the bt>s t 
known - but I can' t help feel i ng  that thei r value is often greates 1 for 
t he designer h imsel f .  1 woul d  certai nly rather have Wai te ' s  fami l i ar and 
friendly , i f  symbol i cal ly i naccurat e ,  cards than the columns of esoteri c 
symbols we are offered here , though doub t l es s  others wi l l  disagree wi th me . 

Lionel also i nt roduces a new dual numhering sys t em .  Each of the 22 
t rl1111ps is numbered as a s t age on the path , as well as keepi ng i t s 
t radi t i onal m.unber . Hi s choice of order set me t h i nki ng ,  and does have 
poi nts to oomnend i t ,  but to me mos t of the at t ribut ions seem qui te 
arbi t rary . One could j us t  as wel l  defend any card as fi t ti ng  number 1 
as ' Temperance' . But perhaps my mai n  cri t i cism i s  that i t  is unnecessary . 
U l t imat ely everyone takes h i s  avn path and the t radi t i onal order provi des 
a !-OUnd s t ructure to be used in a di fferent way by every s t uden t  of t he 

T arot . 

When 1 was f i r s t  i n t roduced to the Tarot 12 years ago ( and by none 

other than Kev i n  J'.1cClure t )  1 was urged not to react any books on the 
subj ect . 1 was told t o  learn from the cards themselves , to bui ld my own 
associations , fi nd my own path and u l t i mately make my own pack . Unl ike 
Li onel I never did the l at ter , but he hrts not convi nced mP tha t everyonp 
shoul dn ' t do i t  for himsel f .  l bel i eve thc> T arot may b e  a ' veh i c l c>  o f  
eternal wisdom ' , but i f  s o  i t  i s  i t s ow n  hes t gui de . Don ' t  l et m e  put 
you off this book j us t  because it i s n ' t to my t as t e .  You may fi nd 
i nteres t i ng  new connect.i ons , and thoughts worth mroi tat i ng  on, but it 
has cert a i nl y fai l ed  to chang!? my long-hpld belief that t he cards them­
s e l ves can teach us far more than any lx>ok can . 

A G UI DEBCX)K TO ARTHURI AN  BRITAIN by G eoffrey 
Ashe . Wel l i ngporough , Aquari an P res s , 1 98 3 .  
P r i ce £4 . 50 .  
Wel l  up to the au t hor ' s  u c; u a l  i mp Pccabl e s tandard, t h i s  i s  a 

dr> J i ght fu J , C'\Cces s i b] p an<i f'Tir01 t r Mg i ny  book ,  cat.al ogui l'li'J alphabet i ca l l y ,  

b y  geQ9r<lph i cal loca t i 0n, t h P  m u l  tj t.ude of places i n  t h e  Rri t i sh J s les 
C\ S S nc:i a tPd wj th 1\r t hu r  and t.hP J\ r t h u r i. C\11 legefllls .  Both a field guide 
and C\ crack i ng  fi r<'c; j dp read ,  my on l y qui bble i s  that t he l i �  drawi ngs , 
wh i rh C\ re vague C\nd l P!' <;  t h<ln hf• l pfn J , cou l d  �11 have gi ven way to more 
o f  t h,-. f'Xcell f'llt phn t ry:; . l l i ah l  v rPcnmmcnded. Kf-.1. 
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The Actor 's  Dog 

by H i l ary Evans 
An actor t akes h i s  dog with him to a rehearsa l . The play i s  an 

old-fashioned melodrami\, ou r h<'ro gets to be at trtcked by a band of 
bri gands . The dog snar l s  ;uld growls a t  t h e  as s ai lant s : he ha� been 
condi t ioned to respond to a specific s t im u l us - ' Mas ter ' s  be1.ng 
attackedt  ' - in a speci fic manner , and he i s  reac t i ng  in the only 
way he can • . J·Je cannot conceive that , on thi. s occas ion ,  a wider frame 
of reference is invol ved .  

We hwnrtns are i n  danger o f  being caught i n  the same red1 1ctionis l 
pi1 .fal l  i f ,  confronted by the UFO phenomenon , we allow ourselves to 
bP t ri ggered i nto a conventioual human response . Fortunate!� , 

.
we are 

l�tter off than the actor ' s dog , for we � caprtble of conce1.v1.ng 
that what we perceive may be only par t ial , con t ained wi thi n a wider 
frame of reference , even though we can onl y speculate as to what may 
l ie t>Pyond our human s cope . 

Thi s  an ::\ l ogy is drawn by Fr�nch author P.ertrand M�heus t in the 
concludi n g  pages of h i s  Science Fict i on e t  Soucour>E>s Volantes , one of 
thP mos t penetr at i ng - as i t  i s  a}so one� of t he mo� t �rovocat i ve -
vol umP!' in the UFO li terature . Meheus t ,  for on!? , l.S 1. n no <i;�ngcr of 
hci ng  tempted i n to reductionism ; for him the UFO phenomenon prefi gures 
;m c> n l <l rgement of our experience , an extPns i on of our k.nowl(c>dge , a 
deepening of our awareness .  

t-feheus t  i s  a wi ld man wi t h  wi ld ideas . P.u t hp is also a Frenchman 
and s harPs 1 he hard-headed pr act i cal i ty of h i s  race . So he i sn ' t 
goi ng to impose h i s  ideas on the res t of us unl es s he can q uote chapter 
and verse i n  thei r s upport . So don ' t  worry : spPcul at i ve though it may 
be in i ts overal l concept , this is a sol i d ,  down-to-earth piece of 
rcSPi\rch , canbining a profound acquai n t ance> wi t h  the l i terature of 
s ci enc:p-fi c t ion with a no less thorough knowledge o.f the UFO case-log , 
and the references are there for us to chPd< . 

Consequc>ntl y ,  when he i\S serts that s c :i. f'nce-ficb on and ufology have 
more i n  comn�n than mc>ets the eyP ,  he can m�<c his assert i an .good . 
Whi ch is j us t  as wel l , because a c laim l ike t hat is l ikPly to makP h :i. rn 
persona di s t i nctly non grat a w i t h  SF buffs and u folog l s t s  a l i k e .  T hP 
SJ7 bu ffs on the whole don ' t w."lnt to k n ow  ahout UI'O' s whi eh are so m uch 
more unbPl i evablP t h an thei r own car e fu l ly workPCI-out fantasies . The 
u fo l og i s t s  can ' t unclC>rstand why the SV authors 0re s t i l l playi ng make­
hel i  eve gC\Ines wh<>n real i ty i s  hoveri119 over thPi r .front l. "lwn. 
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/ 
By W;\Y of i l lus t rati ng the sort of thing that fills Meheus t • s pa�s , 

hPre are two fi rst-hnnd encounters w i th anomn lous flyi ng  obj ects : 

" See i t ? Fel t  it is more the word . I t  came along over the hi l l , and 
qui ck as an arrow it swooped down t il l I thOlJtJht it would have crushed 

me . But al l of a s udden it seemed to se<> this very tree beneath which 

I ' m  s tandi ng ,  and l i ke a dart it turns and whi zzes away i t  
seemed t o  be rtl ive and thinki ng • There was n ' t a sound ; it came 

swoopi ng  over the village , give a kind of dul l flas h ,  then it was gone , 
melted into the night as it were .  But i t  c rtme  again - a big flat thing, 
j ust like a sheet of paper , only j t was fi fty yards and more across i n  
bo t h  di rect ions and thic-ker . There it w."lS , l i ke a platform hung i n  the 

sky , for when it had shot up some hundreds of feet it came to a s t and­

sti l l , and hung _ t here , l ike a great square patch of" cloud, wi tho� t so 
much as a movement .  The dog seemed to have scared i t ,  al'll.l i t wa.J. ted 

t i l l  there was n • t so much as a murmur ,  then it droppro like a stone , 

l eaned to one s ide , and came swoopi ng  round again over the oak, over my 

hP.ad , and acros s the dtimneys of the houses ti 1 1  I thoU9ht it would 
have knocked than al l to the ground . Then, wi th a fli\sh the saroe as i t  
gave before, i t  was gone . "  

" I saw i t  abou t 70 mc l rec; away , manoeuvri ng for about 90 seconds in 

al l ki nds of s t range and varied posi 1.i ons . I t  movro in �otal s i l ence, 
:fl oat i ng  s lowly at about 100 met res altitud e .  Suc.Jd�nly 1t. st arted to 
drop with ;m osci l l a t i tl(] movemC?nt , and 1 could see .1 t turn on i ts 
s ide .  1\brupt ly it shot l ike an arrow to one side, so fas t that i t  
Vi\l lished fron m y  sj gh t , only t u  surpr i se m e  by reappearing lower down, 
where i t  came to a sudden s t op ,  sw5.ngi ng Iran one s id<; to the

. 
other. 

For about four S('condF- i 1. hw�1 conpl et<->ly rnotiouless .1 11 the a1 r ,  
si lent but. wi th a s light vibrat i on .  Then Suddenly i t  shudd,?rL>d two or 
three times , made a righ t angle turn and disappeared l ike a flash . "  

0 1  course , you guessed that one o f  those i s  fi ction , the other one 
fact . But you may be surpri sed to learn that the fi rst extract , !ran 
a st ory by Ce�pt ain Rrereton, dates from as early as 191 1 ,  exnctly 00 
years before the second s i ght i ng  was reported by a respectable 
bus i nessman i n  1\rgcntinn . 

Up to a poi nt , �t h  the SF buf:fs and the ufologi s ts cnn der i ve 
sorw?. comfort from Meheus t '  s findi ngs . I mi tation is said to bf' 
flat tery at i ts mos t s i ncere and here , i t  would seem, is Nat ure 
imi tatiJl(] Art and flattering t he SF wri ter in the proces s . The u :folog­
i s t  may feel di smayed to find lu s wi t nes s describi ng h i s  alleged 

encounter in tcnns so closely remini scen t of fi ction , but at least he 
can be g rateful fur one of the most s igni fi cant clues to have come his 
way i n  decades of tryi ng to solve the UFO mystery . 

Rut what , havi ng got such a c l ue ,  is he 1:o do wi th i t? r.whE'us t '  s 
t hes i s  i s thi s : that the accou n t s  g i ven by m;my UFO wi tnesses , and 
especi al ly those who have wi. tnesse<.J alxluctions , can be par n l l e  l ed ,  not 
s i mply in gene ral out l i ne but i n  pe t ty detai l ,  by ep:i scxles in sciencE' 
:fi cU on advPnt u re s t ori es , many of them wri tten � lo119 t i Jne a<}U and i u  
a forP.ign l anguage . 

Coi nci dence , nat u ra l ly ,  i s  th<' first <>xplanati on to come to ou r 
m i. nd .  Bu t wh i le one c;'\se , maybe two or three , mi ght he thus wri t tPn off, 
r.oi nci<lenre c:lJl ha rdly be s t rPt ch��d to acrOIIJO( b t e  f.·J;:Iwus t '  s ent i re 
dos s i <' r . S< , wh.\t (' ls£' i s  on offer? 

1\nother of h i s  • mat che!=: ' concerns a fo'rend' pulp fi ct i on s tory of t he 
tw�nt i es which matche!=: in uncanny det ai l an atxluction case from Rrrtzj J 
in t hP sevent ies . To account for the mat ch , one could formul nte some 
s uch theory as the fol lowi ng . The Rrazi l i an has read the origi nal s tory 
and , for some psychologi crtl r�ason of h i s own, i s  ret e l li ng i t  as though 
i t  happened to h j m in rea l l i fe . 

Plausible and pos sible , yes . J us t . T rue, t he origi nal s t ory was 
writ ten back in thC? 1 920' s and is a l i t t le crude by today ' s  s t andards 
but the t rans lator may have fel t  that a b raz i l i an reader woul dn ' t be 
too demanding .  T rue , the wi t ness is i l l i t erate - but perhaps some kind 
f r i end may have rC?ad it al oud to h i m .  True , the wi t nC'ss c laims i t  was a 
real experience - but he cou ld be> decei vi ng himse l f ,  even lyi ng .  T rue , 
the wi tll(>ss has no back h i s tory of such behaviour - but there ' s always a 
fi rs t t ime , i s n ' t there? True, he earned himsel f not hi ng but r i di cul e 
by cl aimi ng to have? had the experi ence - but then maybe thi Jl(]S did n ' t 
t u r n  out t he way hC? 1 d  hoped, r)(?rhaps he ' d  looked for fame and for tune as 

t he resul t of h i s  s tory 

Not very convincing , t h l nk you ' 11 agree . 

T ry again t-1aybe t he French SF writer , back t here i n  th<' 
1 Q20' s ,  had an experience s im i l ar to that of the Braz i l i an peasant 
decadC?s later but , :fear:i ng ridicule , and bei ng a wri ter and seeing th<' 
chance of m ak i ng  a few francs , he cas t h i s  account as fic t ion . That 

makes a kind of spnse .  Ah,  but does it make sens e to suppose that 
dozens of F rench wri t ers were? having such experiences and concea l i ng 
�n the s ame way at the s ame time? 

And so, i ndefat i gabl y scepti cal , we work our W3Y t hrou9h the various 
rat i onal i s at ion-; open to us , considering any scenario that may s ;we us 
h <}vi ng to face up to the u l t imately i nescapable fact ; that , i n  
MCheust ' s worclc; , both the wri ter and t he contact ee ' ar e nouri shi ng 
themselves at the s ame spri ng ' . 

1\ l v i n Lawson , as we know, has recen tly offered us a s ugges t i on a.-.; 
to wh at that spring may bE- .  ( SeP. Magunia J s s ue J O ) . He hypothr>s i s<'c; 
that abduction wi t nesses are unconscious ly re-l i vi ng  thei r n·prE'ssed 
bi rth tratuna experi ences . And of course it is wel l known that a l l  
wri ters o f  fi c t i on are i n  fact workil1(] out thei r  own personal hrtng-ups 
i n  the persona of thei r characters Such not i ons as Lawson ' s  
aren ' t the ki nd that ufol ogi s ts are apt to hug warmly to t hei r bosoms , 
but Lawson back s h i s  hypothesi s wi th as much s uppor t i ve evidence as 
M6heust does , and i t isn ' t  easy to meet it wi th tot a l  rej ect i on .  Wlwn 
Lawson and �heus t met at the recent Salzhurg conference , it was a t  
once apparent that t hei r i deas could t i e  i n  togethe r , and both i n  t u rn 
coul d  s lot in wi th other hypotlwses that a re I:Jei.Jl(] ki cked around , sur:h 
as Val lee ' s con t rol-sys tem sugges t ion , r-Jalcolrn Scott ' s ' protPct i on j s 
the name of the game ' formul a for wi t ness mot i vation, a nd my own 
mimeti c proj ect i on model .  

M:heus t '  s fi ndi ngs do not s upport any one part i cular t hC?n ry as to 
what may be the u l t imate? s t imul us for UFO account s ,  whE'ther r<'a] or 
fi ct ional . What they do requi re is that any explanat i on must be 
capable of account i ng  for these di sconcert i ng paral ] pl s . Ch•rtr l y ,  
sompthing very odd i s  goi ng on . M6heus t • s  book ch;U lengpc; us to do 
bet ter than the actor ' s  dog , anJ to be prepared t o  t h i nk i n  t 0 nns o f  
a wider frame o f  referE'nce t h an was dreamed of by t h e  u foloa i s t s o f  
tw<'nty years ago . 
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Aquari an A r row No .  1 4 .  Usu."\ l  wel l -wri t ten col l ect ion of Thelesni c 

qua l i ty i n-j okes . Some SPns ible s tu ff i f  you can work out what i s  

go i ng on ;  I hav<> t rouh l e ,  and 1 haven ' t mi ssed an i ssuP yet l 

QSp from BC..M - CFAL, London \\C l N  3XX . 

Anc i en t  Ski l ls and Wi sdom Review .  No .  1 7 . To be ' The Shaman ' fran 

t he next i s sue . Pau l Sc reeton • s perceptivr j ourna l i sm focussed i n  

� w� dP. r�e . o f revi ews and canmentar ies . O f  ' Earth Lights ' h e  s ays 

1 t  1 s  "br1 l l 1a n t " arx:l " a gi an t s t ep for ufology . "  I guess you can' t 
wi n ' Pill al l t 

The Caul dron . No . 28 .  A dupl i cated ,  prac t i cal pagan j ournal , sens ibly wri t ten and compi led . I ncl udes Guy Ragland Phi l l ips on ' Phal l i c 
A l t � rs ' . 4 i s sues for [ 1 . 20p fran Myrdd i n ,  cjo G roes�fordd, Llwynd rai n , 
L l a n fy r nach , Dyfed , SJ\ 3 5  0'\S . 

�he d1 r i s t i an Parapsychologi s t . December 1 982 .  As sound and s ane a 
J ou r n a l  as any i n t he f i e l d .  Les l i e P r i ce report i ng on the U .S . A .  
con f�rPnces o f  t he Spi r i t ua l Fron t i ers Fel J owship ( l ike a wetter 
WrC'k 1 n  Tr�s t )  � t h e  Academy o f  Rel i gion a nd  Psychi cal Research ( to 
mP , morP 1 mpres s 1 ve ,  but fearful l y earnes t ) Hugh Corbett on T ri uJl<> M�n , h • t t ers on c;-xord sm, l eys and levi t a t ion i nformat ive reviPWS and �he Edi tor ' s i nvaluab l e  Upliate on recen t  publ i cat ions and events . 

1
Qnly 

Dr from CFPS..c; ,  S t .  Ma ry Abchurch , 1\bchurch Lane, London, EC4N 7BA. 

E a r t h ] i nk .  Oc tohE>r 1 982 .  Like a more adult ' Magic Saucer '  covering 
hot h I IRJ' s . anrl �ew Age , t l d  s i s  a most odd combination of research 
rep<:> r t s , ln s t o r 1 c a l  matP r i al ,  and s eemi ngly absurd and naive contactee 
c l  ; u mc; • N<'�t l y donP, though , and good v a l ue at 75p fran 1 6, Raydons 
Ro.v l ,  Da�JPnh,"\ffi ,  Essex . 

Ea r t hqu<'s t News . No . l .  undP r t h i s t i t l e .  An ex t remely wo r t hy succPssor 
to .'lnd H'J.>l an•mC'n t  for ' Th(> Supern<'\t U r i\ l j  s t ' , t h i s  is another fi rs t-rate 

p ro d ur t i on by Andy CoJ l i ns ,  who mus t be the key f igu re in be l i ef-
or h•nt Pd i llV(>S ti g<� t i on in t h,::- paranormal f i eld i n  this country ( I think 
1 m �.<Ji r t  ��vr i nvPnt Pd a ca t(>(Jory there - you can pi ck up the same s ort 

o f  H l<•r� r n  A l �n C I C'aver ' s  rPC<>nt cont r i but i ons to ffi ) .  Anyway , t h i s  

h.:.mdsornp (ffi s t y l � )  j ournal i nc l udes Essc>x Ftuni\s , an As t roloo i cal J i nx 

1\ i ng  /\ r thu �· • s �rose; ( fasci nat i ng ) , notes on the ' Stone Tape'
-

th('Qry ( i� wou � d be m c� 1 f t hp 13HC wou l d  repeat t hP o r i  gi na l ,  wou ldn ' t i t? ) ,  and 
a r_1 1 1  l us t ra t J ve ,  com pJ C' x  accouut of a haun t i ng .  1\.ndy revi ews ' Earth 
L l oh ts • , and concl udps thi\t j t  "comc>s cl ose r to thp t ruth about lJFO' s  � h�n any � f

, 
t l�•"? h u nd rN I  o r  � o  bcx:>ks on the topi r I poss es s . "  I thi nk 

Ea r t hquc>:' t 1� C'xce l l <' n l , <�nd ess enti al for a bi\l anced v i ew  of 
H'S <'a rrh 1 1l th:' IJ  . K  • 1 t cos t c;  f .  -J .OO fc )r fou r i s s ues f r om  1\nd y  Col l i ns 
i\ t  1 9 ,  S t . Dav HI ' s W.-w . Wi r.kford , Es s px , S..S l l  AEJ( . 

F l y i ng Saucer R<>vi ew .  Vol . 2A .  N o .  1 .  /\ s  bori ng  <\ S  Pver ,  ful J o f  
forl':i gn and h j s t o r i c a J  casr.s , pl us L Ponard St r i llC) f i Pld o n  ret r i eva J s  

( aoi\ i n - are WP rPa l l y  meant to bel i eve t h :i c; s t u f f  w:i t l rout any sound 
proo f? ) .  Th<? i s sue i s on] y  en l i vencx:l by an u t ter l y i rr<' l Pvan t bu t 

r a t hrr good <� r t i c l e  by N·i gPl W.:\tson , 1 Are the PFOn;:�uts Fo\Vl P l o t t P rs?' 

� t i �  so out of pl acP in i t s  drab s u r roundj ngs that i t s very publ i cation 
'l S v 1 r t u al l y  F o r t ea n t  FSR co� t s  f. l  . 1 5p fr.otYJ FSl? Puh l i c.'lt i ons Ltd 
�v<>s t M i\ l l i ng ,  �bi ds t.one , KE>nt , ME l O  UJ Z .  

' 

F o r t ean Times . No . 38 .  B r i l l i ant as ever , though the l ead a r t i c l P , 

' Psychanet ry of Cat t le Mut i l a t ion ' s eems to lack a cP r t ai n appea l ( 1 
neve r have been ab l P to seP t he at t rac t ion :i n  t h i s  g r uesome r�nd s e l f­

:i ndu l gent s ubj C'ct ) .  However , the res t i s  ma rvel l o�� ,  wi th ful l �C'r�rt -=.  

o n  the l ates t BV M  s igh t i ngs i n  Fr ance an d  Yugos l avl a ,  a s ynch rom s t 1 c  

advent ure i nvo l v i no  clowns ( beaut i ful l y  w r i t ten � , SpontanPOus Hum<�n 

Combus t i on , a Tal kl ng Toi l e t , Holes in Heads , Doe Sh i el s , L<:'ren Col �<� n ,  

cartoons , fi s h  f a l l s  and bal l  l i gh t ni ng . Oh y<>s , a n d  Bob R 1 ck a rd t ln nks 

' Ea r t h  Li ghts '  is " t he mos t sol i d  arx:l l i t e r a l l y  down to ea rth 

cont r i bu t i on to understanding the UFO eni gma for a long time . "  

Over ro pages each i s sue , profes s ional l y typeset and p ri nt P<i .  Sampl P 

i s !' ue a meas l y {.] . 25 from BM-Fortean Times , London , \\Cl N 3XX . 

Lantern . No . 39 . AnothPr cl as sy mix of l ocal EilS t Ang l i an rPpo r t s  

S u f f(_,lk \oJ:i t ch Bot t l es , and a mys ter i ous htun at \«>r l i ngham , Suffol k .  Of 

i nt e res t C\nY'"here - 1 t hi nk there m i g h t  be scrne �s� ful exampJ PS for 

ASSf\P' s P roj Pct A l b i on hPre, as wel l , from a t h r l \'l ng and wel l ­

es t abl i s h(>(! loca l group . ' LantPrn' cos ts f l . SO  for fou r i s s ues f rom 

l van Runn, 3, Ounwi ch Way , Ou l ton Broad , Lowestoft ,  Suffolk . 

The Ley Hunter . No . 94 . Solvent at las t ,  thanks to the sort of hou s e­

kPepi ng th.:\t r.1arg a ret That cher woul d  have been proud o f ,  and the c;o r t  

o f  s uppo r t  fron readers t h at never r.eases t o  �naze a l l  o f  us . TU J 

seems to be movi ng more clea r l y  towards the sp<>c i a J  iH<'aS i t  bes t 

5 erves ; the real , prac t i ca l  earth mys teries . Here , Ph i 1 i p  HE>sC' l t on 

repor t i ng on t-loot ' 82 ,  scrnp fasci nat i ng h i s tori cal and dows i n9 work on 

the area round Ludlo,.., , thP Argyl l s h i re• S e rpent J'.·Jound , Tu r f  Sund i a l s ,  

and a host o f  regu l ar features by l ead i ng nCIJll<'S i n  t he E!-1 f i e l d .  

A 3- :i s s ue s uh .  i s  £. 3 . 75 fran P .O . Box 1 3 ,  WPlshpooJ ,  Powys , Wa l es . 

J'.tagi c SaucPr . l'.Jo . 2 3  & N o . 24 . Fan·we l l  Mag i c  Sauc<>r t J ust on<' of t he 

recent dt�p;u t u res ( Nl"w T imes and Sang real have gone t he S CYlle wC\y ) . 

Person.:lll y ,  I never hi\d much t i me for t h i s m i x  of n.'l i vP ,  Shut t l ewood­

s t y l e u foJ ogy , k i ds ' wi sh fu l  t h j nk i ng ,  spi ri t  cont C\CtE>c;-s , and nf'\v i\<)t' 

spC'cu l at i on , b u t  i t  • s a loss to us a l l  when any i ndepcn<IPnt maga?. i ne 

fal l s  by t lw wilys i de .  l t  :i s n ' t gui t P  cl <>.:\r wh y  f\15 came> t o  ;m Pnd , bu t 

I hope t h at Crys t a l l loghen, who provPd h e r s e l f an abl c;- i\Jld imag i n<l t ivP 

Pd i tor , wi l l  f:i nd a new ''C'nt u rP soon . T ry wr i t i no to hPr r� t  U, Ely  
C l oc;p , l l:ll ,lJp r ) <'y E s t at e ,  K i ddenni ns t e r ,  Worcs . 1 ' m s u r·e t h<'SP ,"\ne! t h <:­

hr�ck i s suPs wi J l  b p  col lec tor s ' i tems i n  yer�rs to come . 

f\1.:\QOni. a .  No . l O .  TllP u t t er ly v i t a l  anrl j nd i s prns "h ] p ' Al v i. n La\Vsnn ­

R i  r t h  T ratuna' speci al i s s ue ,  re levi\Jl t to t h e  i nve� t i gat i on of e�lmost 

any fonn of s p ontan<'Ous pht=mornrll a .  ln my v i ,::-w , a Lor l ikcl i <' r 

c>x pl i\n.'lt i on for exot i c UFO PXJl(•ri cnces than tiVo IJj ts of WldC'rgrmmd 

rock rubbing t OC)ether � No wc>l l-clrPS S Pd p.or.iltlOnnal j s t shou l d  be � Pen 

wi thm r t  th i s  i s s uc .  4- i s S W·' s ub .  on ly £.2 fr<:.n .J ohn R i mmc r ,  

(J4, /\ l ri c 1\v<'llll<' , N<'w t-li\l dr-n , S u rr<'y . 

No r thPrn UFO NC'ws . No .  J (XJ . A qi ant s t <'p upma rket for what t i l l  no w 

h<�'=- hPPil onP of t he i\rdrP t y pil l  dupJ i. catC'd U FO '""'9S . Now i n  n0a t  AS 

l i tho, wi t h  <� sm art i\ n d  d i "' t i nct i ve covP r ,  t h i s  wi l l  further <'ll.hance 
t hP s t .'l nt l i  rx;� o f  i t � <>d.i tor , J enny R.:\ndlC's . I f  you s ubs c r i be to t h i s  
an<} �o ' P robr' l�<'p o r t , vou • 1 1  mi ss very l i t t l r. of i mr .x>rtancc i n  
R n t 1 s 1 J  l l fol ogy . £.4 . 201 '  for s i x  i s s ues f r om  J enny at 9 ,  Cro� f i c l d  
Roi\d , Some> rv i l l C' ,  toJi\ l l a::.C'y ,  Wi r ra l . 
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P robe RPpor t .  Vol . 3 .  Nos . 2 � J .  Wi thout doubt , the bes t UFO 
j ot t r n,"\ 1 that g racps � lPtterbox , these two i s su<>s are excel l rnt . Tht' 
fi rst contai ns l ong <md sens ihle repl i es to Hi l ary Evans • ' Balls of 
L i qh t ' PXt ravaqanz a ,  thP Pnd of the ' Mys tery Ci rc lPs ' a.ffai r ,  GPoff 
R i �d on 1\d;unski and K l a rer , and I an Mrzyglod on Wanni ns ter . The second 
r:on t -'\ i  ns a s tunni ngly honPs t and valu,'\ble acc."'unt of apparent MIB/ 
Cnnspi racy act i vi t y agains t  the Swindon group, SCUFORI ; Marti n  Shipp ' s 
a rt i c l e  i s fas ci nat j ng . lt is absurd that ' P r� ' i s  scraping along 
t o  su rvive . f-1i nd  you ,  it doPs have J enny Randles reviewing • Ear th 
Li ohts ' ,  s ay i ng  that i t  is a book that " actual ly sol ves a part of the 
wh�l e UFO mys tery ."  For a large, smart  magazi TK? , "'"'itTS  cheap at £ 3 . 40p for fou r  i ss uc>s from l an P.trzyglod at H i, P.tarigold Wa l k , A<>hton , 
Bris tol , RS3 2PO. 

Psych i c News . W<'t'k ly , nt l Op o rdered from your newsagents . P.1os t o! 
thP l as t fpw months has real ly been news , with l es s  of the ' Coronat1on 
S t reet s t a r  has psychic gerbi l '  mate r i a l  that so often appeared i n the 
pas t .  Mi nd you , t he phys i cal medi ums seem to have gone very quiet l ately . 
H i ghspot rt'cen t ly has been the photos on t he cover of the issue da tc>d 
1 R . l 2 . 82 , showi�1 PN s t aff ' float i ng '  a table some way off the ground , 
and • c rawl i ng '  up a door ( the t ahle, not the s taff) . I don' t doubt the 
or>rmi nrnes s o f  the photos or the part i cipants , or the abi l i ty of many 
pf'Ople to prcxlucr s i m i l a r  rc:>s ul ts i n  the right ci rcums t ances ; i t  is a 
l 0s son to a l l  of us . J us t  so l ong ,  that i s ,  as those i nvolvro i n  such 
f:'n1 ert ai rrmmts rememl>er that i t  was a l l  bei ng done over a century ago, 
that i t  has nothi ng to do wi th s u rvival , and that i t  does n ' t equ ip them 
to J e,"\d us i nto a New 1\g<' fu l l o.f UF'O' s ,  t reas ure , and ami able mcgal i ths l 

T l lf' Quicks j lver t-1essenger . No .  7. The South coas t earth mys teri es 
j ou rn,"\1 , and markPc ! l y  j mproved ,  i n  my opun on . ' The Founta i n  P roj ect ' ,  
ronrcrned \� th improving the quality of l i fe and heal th i n  Brigh ton by cno n l i  nat i. ng though t ,  j nttmt , ;:uxl thp lanclscape , Paul Screeton on an 
' Eccent r i c Ant iquar i an '  ( no ,  not Paul Screeton ) , an i nterview wi th Pau l 
[)('vr rC'ux , a 9td df' to J'viPgnl i th ic Portugal , and the excel lent Nigel 
Prnni ck ( whose hook ' H i tler' s Secret Sci ences • that I ' ve j ust read beats 
il l l the? o t lw r  Na7. i/Occu l t  l>ooks hol low ) . (1-1 i s wel l  worth £ 1  from 
C:h r i s  1\<>hton , G a niPn Fl at ,  46, Vere Roac t ,  Brighton, Sus�ex . 

Rc:>i ncarnat ion Rc:>por t .  Vol . l . Nu . 2 .  Much-advertj sc�d, thi s j s  j us t  1\JnPri  cnn nonsrns p ,  ful l  o f  specul ative articles and munerous adve r t s  
thnt s rcm 1 ikel y onl y  t o  appeal t o  elder l y  tranc(' mediums w ho t h :i  nk 
t hpy ; up Eclgar CaycP , or t he s o r t  of s toned p i xies who qenerally seem 
to s us t i.\i n  t h i s d rend fu l s t andnrd of pub licil t :i on .  P.es t i rmo rc>d , ht t t  av."\ .i l ."\blc:> for f 1 2 . SOp for 1 2  j s s ucs f r om  Box 1 5, Twi ckrnh:-\ln, Mi dd l eSC'X . 

Sang rea l .  VoJ . 5 . No . 4 .  A <> ad farPwe l l , t h i s ,  as i t  h r�s i lPf'll a fi nr> 
j ou r n<1l of th(' mor(' complex twi s ts of the Wl"s tern l\1ys tery T rt\di t i on .  
A bi t polo't i c ,  t h i s  last i s s u e ,  bu t i f  you wan t  t o  know huw t o  F orm ·""� 
G o l em ,  t h i s  is  t or you . The <><.li tors t h j nk thl"i r work j s  ove1 , thou0h 
1 can ' t imag i ne:> they •  re righ t ,  but as bac.k issuPS � s ti l l ;wai 1 ab le 
you mi\y wi sh to wri te to Sal ly and Ge f  St ua r t r.>earn at 1, St . 1\l,'lr t i  n• s 

Court , Chi d�Prel l Road, Weymouth , Dors et ,  Df4 ORN. 
The Te111pl ar .  Nos . 2 & � - The poshes t o f  Ni gel P <'n n i ck •  s m a ny 
pub l i ca t i ons undt-r the- ' J ns t i  tute of Geomanti c Research ' heau . Far 
t oo  many j 11<J i vidua 1 j t erns to l i s t , hut s end for a samp l e  copy i f  you 
are look i ng  for intel l i�ent l y wri t ten i tems on 9eom�1cy , ard1aeul O<]y , 
sacn�d archj tpctur.c ,  hi s tory , anarchy , Parth mys ter ies , or morp or 
l es s My o ther <�spcct of thP fi e l d .  f. 1 . 2 5p for a 4-i s s ue sub .  frr'fll 
t he IGR nt 1 42 ,  Pheasant Ri se>, nar Hil l ,  Camh r i dg P ,  CB1 BSD. 

The Warminster Hist ory 

by I an Mrzyglod 

" The bri l l i ant aerofonn g l i t tered l i ke a j ewel , splendi d i n  i ts 

maqni fi cence as i t  s i lent l y  g l i ded across the �tar-spotted he�ve�� , 

ca�ving out a weavi ng  path which seemed to be 1 n  order
.

to � - e  e 
dist ant suns . For what seemed an eterni ty, the celes t 1 a l  s Y­
cha r iot perfonnro such f'nigmati c maneouvres that the watchers on the 

hi l l  couldn ' t  even utter the words of wondennent th at �hei r c;ta:tled 
far:es �o su rrly di splayed . The al j en vis i tor then van1shro belu nd 
some high clouds and did not return agai n that night to dazzl e us 
fu rthe r . "  

Such i s  a typical para<Jraph any reader could f i nd  on picking up 
any of thP books penned by \oJanni ns ter' s res i d<:•nt author on the most 

ba ffl i ng of mysteries - UFU' s .  Of course, th�se high ly d<:'scripti �P 
words are recuw1t i ng  the adventures of an ord1nary s atel l 1  t e ,  arc1 ng 

across the sky as so many do each night . Yet , i f  one s tands at
. 

crad l e  l l i l l ,  Warmins ter , the satel l i te becomes no longer an ordi nary 

as t ronomi cal observat i on of a pi ece of very man-made hardw�re , hut 

i nstead ic: 1 rilnsfonneci i nto a s ighti ng of an alien sp�ceslup .  O r  at 

l ras t ,  t hil t used to bt" the case duriug the y€'ars when \tlanninster 
bec.:un<' famous for its UFO' s ,  and at tractP.d vi si tors from many 
eH ffert'nt count r i Ps .  The works of Arthu r Shuttlewood, a reporter 

who turrwd his talents towards ducument i 119  the antic� of the nocturnal 
l i oh t s , wPre j us t  aoout the unly sources that any i nterested reportc:>r , 

r.-�ca rchrr or ot hr>r i nteres t ed party could obtain i n fonnation from. 
And so C\ccounts of everyday events were dis tor ted i nto tales of 
wonde1�cnt tha t i nt riguro the worl d ,  a nd  marked t he l i t t l e  Wi l t s h i re 
t own permarl<'n t l y  on the map as a UFO haven . 

To at t rihutC? a l l  the Wanni ns t e r  paraphernal i a  to Shu t t l ewood alone 
i s  s l ioh t ly unfai r .  l ie had a good number o f  i n t e rPs t ed  p<\rti es i n  the 
town who hPlped no end in perpetuat i ng  the myths . Of course , Arthur 
Shut t l r>wood was not i nvol vPd wi th the cul t movements and soci et i{'s 

that movc:>d i n ,  bu t fed of f  thc:>m for i n formation and publ i ci ty for h i s  
works . The g roups would i n terpret ai rcraft ,  fl a res , s tars a� 

. satel l i t<'s , among othe r natu r a l  l ights , as UFO' s ,  and supply 1 n fonnat1on 
about them to Shut t i PWOOd , who i ndi scriminately i ncludPd them i n  t he:> 
paQPS of such books as Warnings from F lyi ng F r iends (Portway P ress 1 96R )  
and L�' s - Key to the New Age { Rpgency P res � 1 Q7J ) .  These two books 
h i 9h l i 9ht g ross misi ntPrpr.etat ions ( as d o  the other fou r )  that fonnpd 
t hp bac; i s  of the Wilrm i nstc->r TI II I'G 1(?9el1<t, whi ch has pers i s ted from t he 
mi d- J ')(()I s 1 0  thr pr<'srnt clay . 
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For �om�th i ng l ikP th i s to ever occu r ,  thPre mus t he a s ti mul us or 

event that t r i gge rP<.I thP whol <" t h i ng off , and thi s s t i l l  causes researchers 
o rPat conc<"rn . I t ] s  r')tt i t P reasonabl e , in fact ext remely nec<:>s sary ,  to 
;l i sm i �s pract i cal ly every report as ei ther fabri catro , grossly d i s tortPd or 
i nnoce n t l y m i s i n 1 rrprc>tC'd ; yet for a seri Ps of i ndependent events to occur 
a l mo� t s imul t ant.->Qus ly in a smal l are.'1 of Wi l tsh i re does not immedi at ely 
sug�c>s t a hoax . I �i<:>C'd , perhaps the fi rs t to experi ence the ant i cs of t he 
TI I T I'C  ( as i t  was so cutel y named i n  l ater months )  wPre the Anny , who are 
c; tat i on<'d th<:>re ; they hcC\rd loud crash ing sounds almost l ik<:> explosi ons , 

yet found no s igns of damage afterward� . On Ch ri s tmas Ev<" , 1 964 , t i 1 <"S on 

numerous houses b<>c<lJTI<> d i s lodgt...cJ for no apparent reason , and f am i ly pPts 
wrr<:> a lso found ciPad , from no imm<:>di atC'lY C\PP:lrc>nt cause . /\1 1 these 
eV('nts sig nal ] ed t he s tart o f  the my riaJ r<"ports to come, and it must be 
accC'ptf'd , PVf'n by down- lo-f'ar t h ,  sccp t . i cC\1 m i �Jc; , that sompthi nq  s t ran<)r> 
d i d  happen at thf' h<"<]i nni llC) .  

One> day , maybe the-se s tori es and events w i l l  be explai ne>d ,  but at 

pr<:>s<mt they rema] n a thorn i n  the s ide of the resear chers who are 

t rv] ng to exp l a i n  away the Wann i ns ter lpgend. Actual sighti ngs o f 

LW' s predate the publ i cati on of any reports , and certai nly the f<lJTIOUS 

Cordon Faulkne r photograph , as used on the fi rst book by Shut t lewood 

The Warmi ns tcr Mys tery ( Speannan 1967 ) was taken i n  August 1965. 

l lowPver , from t hPn on the whole t h i ng  got out of hand, and the 
hi I 1 tops became haunt s for every fun-loving hoaxer and outl andish cult­
mcmber who carcxl to venture up to the top . Dur i ng  the s urmner months of 
t he- later l fl(l() ' s ,  the- fiPlds becamP clus tered wi t h  tents as people 
flockPd to Se><' somPthi ng spect acul ar . And down in the town of 
Wann i nster , oth<-rs made preparations to make sure that they did . 

Wi th so many e-ager eyes t rai ned skyward , it was so easy to 

convi nr.eo the- watchers t hat they were wi t nes si ng UFO Pvents and not seei ng 
ord i n,'1 ry ai rcraft l i ght s .  I t  was also (>asy to convince them that an 
P l ect d c  J i gh thu l b s�speonded from the t ai l of a plas tic k i t e  was i n  fact 
C\n a li en vi s i tor flyi ng low in h i s scoutcraft . This author , on one 

mC'moraull? occas i on ,  ev<"n s aw a family from t he North of Eng l and remai n 
i ns i s tent t h <t t  a t rai n di sappPari ng into a tmmel as seen from Cradle 
l l i ll was defini tely a ' mother sh ip ' complete wi th port.holes . 

T hus , t he s t ories were rcported back to Shu t t lewcxxl ,  and the not so 
cri t i cal UF O magazi ne edi tors , and more • authen t i c  sight ings ' found 
the i r  w;'y to thP publ i c ' s noti ce .  The unfortunate t h i ng  here is that 
among al l the rubbish that was bei "':J c i rculatro were undoubt ed l y  one or 
two s i gh t i ncJS thC\t were pe rhaps gPnu ] n<- , bu t were lost to ufology due 

to the VC\S t amount of s us�ct i n fonnat ion .  There were no real 
i nvt's t igators i n  Wann i ns ter du r i ng  the span o f  years whpn t h i ngs were 
AJ 'P:l rPnt l y  ' act i ve ' ,  j u s t  UFO ' clubs ' and fri n<Je societ i es that offerro 
prayer t o thP vi s i tors from space . Conser')U<>n t l y ,  not one rPport that 
em:l.llatrcl from the town cou ld Pver be us (.>d as sol i d  evidence' in any 
s t at i s t i cs .  l\1ost u foJ ogi sts w<>r<" wary o f  thP goi nos-on and left wel l  
r\ l onf' , b u t  t hf' popu l a r  prcs� l at chPd o n  t o  the. s t o�i es and madP 

i n t.prc>s t i  ng copy f rom th<'m , wh i ch g;weo \llarminster more> authent i ci ty . 

So t •vP ryonf• w;�s f f'f'di ng off each othPr . The> UFO groups ne<:>ded 
m a t f' r i al. for thri r ITiilgaz i nPs , as d i d thP. pr�:>s s . ( Not to mpn t ion a 
cPr t.ili n r� u 1 hor of hookc; ) .  P('()pl<" nccdro enter tai ning by s t range l i ghts 
i n  t hP c; k y . So ·i t  wa� i n  the int c r0s t of al l concernr>d t o  pPrp<:>t ua te 

t he myt h.;; of UFO' � haunt i ng  t he- skies ,  both t.o s at i s fy the hundn: . .cJ..� of 

v] sitors , and to fi 1 l  up magazi nes which would bring in sough t - after 

cac;h . Thi s  author was prC's<>nt when the foundf'r and e>di tor o f  a sma l l  

W."l nn i nc; trr orgC\ni sat i on ' s pub] i cat ion a t t emptro t o  convincP a g ro�p o f  

propl'"' th� the re was a gravi tat iona1 anomaly prese-nt on Cradl e  1 1 1 1 1 .  
1\ ft(>r t a l ki ng at le-ngth one nigh t about his personal experiences i n  

s i gna 1 1  i �J t o  UFO' s ,  h <"  told (>Veryon<" thf'H' t o  s tand o n  tiptOP and t o  

t i\J< P  note o f  how he-avy th<"y fel t . A s  soon a s  the l ong t rPk down from 

t h<" copse to th<> famous Wh i te Gat(>s was ovPr ( the usual skywatch poi nt )  

he r<'pcatcd thp e-xercise,  and al l present remarked on how much heavier 

thf'y fel t  t he spcond time . The proponent put it down to a gravi t at ional 

ar101n:1l y ,  anU not to thP f�ct t hat they al l had t i red le<;1s after a long 
wal k downhi l l .  Thi s h i oh l ioh ts t he cal i bre of work that was b<>i llCJ  

conductPd o n  those b l eak h i l l tops ov<'r a d�c:'ldf' ago. 

/\rthu r Shu t t lewood was never out to fool peopl e  i nto SPeing thi ngs 
that wPren ' t there j us t  so he could earn more from book sales . J li s  

need was di fferent . He wanted people to share somethi ng wi th h i m ,  
n;unPly h i s  experiences which were h ighly subj ective and/or imC\gi native 
in nature , and he did not want people to <JO home di sappoi nte-d . He 

would talk to people and tell t hem all about Wann i ns ter , and exclaim 
with glPe when a satel l i te came over , i nformi r� then that they wPr� 
seei ng a UFO . He never i nt ended to • con ' any of these pc:>opl e ,  b<:>c.:ause 
he bel ieved in what he was s ayi ng , as he do<-s to thi s  day .  Sadl y ,  
there were- plenty o f  othe-rs who knew what they wPrP after . 

LookincJ back on the whol e s tory , j t i s  eas i<-r now to sm i 1 4? and bP 
thankful that everyth i ng  has l eft Wannin.ster , i nc l udi ng the> tJFO ' s ( i f  
thc>y were ever there anyway ) . Once agai n thP hi l l tops a re desc:> r t e d  

save for the excepti onal occasion when a few ol d hands wi sh to 
remi nisc<', and one or two peopl e make the effor t .  The s i ons o f  th<' 
o l d  days are- s ti l l  there for us a1 l to see - such as thP �tches i n  
tl

.
•e g';'tepost that marked the names o f  societ i es and groups that mad!" t he 

p1 lg nmage there years ago . The gra ffi t i on the fi PJ d barn is s t i l l  

t h<:>re wi th the drawi ngs of fly i ng  saucPrs and age-d s logans . 

l n  ret rospect , how can one de-fine liiC\ rndns t er ' s  s i gni fi r.ancP i n  UFO 
history? Did i t  achieve- anything? J low can any s uch achi Pvenpnt hr 
quant i f] ed"t' \_llann i ns t�r cert ai nly brought UFO ' s to the publ i c  i n  a big 
way , but was 1 t  the r1ght way? The-re are so many ques t i ons fhil t could b: anal ys ed ,  but it wi l l  need time- to analyse and assps s i t  proper l y .  
R1ght now ,  an i nves tigation ( or re- i nvPst iga t i on )  ] s  hpi na conducted 
t h';'t �ight come up wi th some answe rs . But unt i l thPn , a l l

-
that can up Sal d 1s that Wann i ns te r ' s  lJFO' s  cxi s t €'d for som<' ,  am.! thf' rrn1;o� j ns o f  tha� e r a ,  that chap ter of ufology , arP s t i l l therc o n  tho�p hi l l  tops t o  

rem1 nd u s  o f  days gone by . 

The fol l CM i.ng i s  not a pai d ad . - I don ' t  accept ' em l  Rat her , i t  is 
a bold ve-n ture by a CG reader , which we ' re happy to publi cise .  

TLUIN 1 NI\T ION Ba)J<S i s  a n ew  ma i l-order service specia l i s ing in books 
( both hard and sof t coveo r ) tmder the broad heading of Forteoan/UFO' s/ 

Psyc h i c/Ear th Mys teries . A catalogue wi l l  be ava i l able at the end of 
1\�rch or earl y in 1\pr i l .  Prospect ive cus tomers may obtain a catalogue> 
by s imp l y  wri t :i ng to me or telP.phoning. Speedy service �aranteed .  
The addre-ss :i s  194 ,  Sta1 i on Road , K i ngs l;ieath , Birmi ngham , B 1 4  7TE . 
Phone 02 1 -444-6 1 R8 . 
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CLOSING 
REMARKS 

I n  the edi tori al of the latest ' Northern lFO News '  J e1my RancH es 
puts precise figures to th� decline in UFO reports that we have known 
about for some t ime ; 
" Total case numbers have s teadi ly decl i ned  s i nce 19n, time of the last 
great Bri t i sh wave . NUFON figures show : 1 977 ( J32 ) ; 1 978 ( 273 ) ;  
1979 ( 1 56) ; 1 980 (84) ; 1 9t H  ( 68 ) ; and 1982 (j us t 3R ) . " 
For the maj or fu lly competent i nves tigation network in t he North and 
Mi dl ands to produce such figures is remarkable; yet they are supported 
by si mi l ar fi gures and comments from all over the world . Publ i cat ions 
that a few years ago had t roubl e keepin; abreas t of ev�nt� are now ,  
wi thout except ion , s t ruggl i ng :  several have al ready ceased publ i cation .  
For no i�m�ediately apparent reason the mos t  i nt rigui ng and informing 
type of paranormal event has become a rari ty . ' Hi gh s t rangeness '  cases 
on which we one� chose to concent rate our l im i t ed  r�sourc�s , are now 
vi rtual ly unheard of. 

I would be delighted to p r i nt i n  GGB a selecti on of i deas a nd  

arguments as to why this dramat i c  decline has occurred . Please find 
time to put your thoughts i nto order and send i n  a letter . Personal l y ,  
I wonder i f  we may , b y  ad1ievi ng i ncreas i ngly high s t andards o f  i nves t­
igat ion ,  have actually made the bus i nes s  of r�port i 1� an ev�nt , 
part i cularly a fal s i fied or dubious one , altogether like very unrewnrdi ng , 

hard work . I f  so, the concern for i mprovements in i nves t igat ion duri ng 
the past decade has been t�l l  worth the effort . However , that is not the 
poi.nt that I wish to make here . I ns tead, on the assumption ( arguably 
t rue ) that those who i nvolve themsel ves in paranor.mal r�search general ly 
do so because they enjoy it ( I ' m qui te sure they don ' t  do it for the 
money ! ) ,  I would l i ke to consi.rler what we researchers and inves t i gators 
are now doi ng  wi th t he t ime that we have to spare . Or , to put i t  in a 
l ess pleasant WaY , how we are get t i ng  our ki cks now t he UFO' s have gone . 

A number of us - mysel f i ncluded - have shi fterl over to vari ous kinds 
o f  ' hi s torical ' research . No t  neces s a r i l y  distant hi s tory , bu t mor:e 
maki ng use of the ma terial so far collected in a ntwber of di ffp r.ent 

areas of the subj ect , materi al th:it has often lx�en ne-gl ected s i nce it was 
fi rs t recorded . The forthr.ond ng ASSAP /Thorsons " The E\'i dencP For 
series wi l l  prc:>sc:>nt mud 1 of the �s t of such r:esef\rch ov<n t he Tl(>xt 
roup1 e of years . 

Other i nves ti g:1tors , i nc l udi ng ,  unfor tuna t e l y , t hP bes t in NorthPrn 
I re land <lnd the t-li c!lau ds , havP d1os"n to wi thdraw from act i vp work in tlw 
fi c:>l cl . O f  conrs�· , there arP. many d i fferent reasons beh i nd the i r  dPc i s i ons , 
but I a:n sure t hat no·t. a1 1 woulo havP done so h ad there s t i l l  b�n somr> 
::tpparent point i n  con t i nu i ng  "" i nv,•st igi\tors . Thi s may he a pa r t i cu l ar l y  

hones t l i ne t o  have t aken, by pP.op l <.>  who pl acP a hj oh va l ue o n  thf>i r t i me 
and rnrrgy . But the n ,  there:> are a lso others who h<lvr- chospn to pers i s t  
wi th t h e  sor t. o f  UFO cases s t i  11 cani ng to hand , thou9h the cases mCiy h e  
s uch a s  they wou l d  have:> j udged i ns igni fi cant fi ve yeii TS <l<;JO . Si\cUy , th" 
r�s u l t s are no mur e  i mport aut now t h<ln they wou l d  h;wc hpen, d<.>spi. t <:>  t l w  
Pxper t i se u s e d  i n  t h e  i nv�--s t i (Ja t j on .  

1\t th i s  s t C\qe , l wou l d  1 i l< r  t o poi nt ou t that whAt you are rea<.J i ng  
is i\ 1 1  ... d j  t. or i al canmPn t. , m y  own pprc;on:'\1 opi nion . Not that of ASSN' , or 
�pn•c;cnt i ng any oth("r j ndi vi dua 1 .  1\nd as you migh t expect fol lowi ng 
s uch " r Pm i\ rk ,  1 ;un ahout to bprntn(? i nvolv(� i n  some s t rong c ri t i ci sm . 
For t herr- i\ rP other i nrli vi duA l s  ,"'nd g roups , many of the h ighest s t andi ng 
i n  1 hP paranormal reSP:\rr.h f i pl d i n t h i s count ry i n  the recent pas t ,  who 
i n  1 hr> i r dc:>s i re to f i nd myc:; tc r i("!'- illld \.\IOndcrs - if you l ik e ,  to cont i nue 
get t i ng the k i ck t hat u mm tb t ed l y  cnmes from i nves t igat i ng a maj or case ­
havP c; t a rt Prl to go off At som<.> ve ry s t ran9e t angen t s . Crud<.>ly expre� se<.J, 
t hec;p t."'ngents fal l undPr two , of t Pn re l a t Pd headi ngs : -

crPat i ng ynt t r own phPncrrJPna , and, 

crea t i ng , or rnAk t n(_l up , hi s tory . 

WP a r P  not neces s i\ r i 1 y t � l k i ng about de l i be rate decc:>i t hen:� t hough 
c:;nmP t i rnPc; , faced wi th books J i kl" the J anos Peopl e (Fr ank J ohnson , 

SJ 'P� rrnan, l �0) <mu The G r een S tone (G raham Ph i l l i ps and f>.lart i n Keatman , 
SJ 'Pann;:m , 1 08 1 )  wr are J p f t  wi t h :\ choi ce between that and bel ievj ng far 
mn n• t h;m l �i c  o r  reas on 9 i vP uc; any cau�e to , for both are s adly . 
1 �c.k i fl9 i n evi dencP . 

1 1  rlot•s sc:>rm t hat cr r t r\i n hi'\c; i c ,  poi n t lC'ss phy s i ca l  phenomc:>na , the:> 
d r i'\w i  n o- room C?qu i v:ll ent o f  � c runt·h i •l9 pnpPr-c l ips ,  are be<)inning to 
orru r on both sides of thr At ] Ant i c ,  t hough under l es s  th;m expe?r i.mcnt al 
rond i t i ons . Th i s i s  i nter<?s t i ng ,  ".:: j c;  the pos s ible occu r rence:> of 
('r t op J. "\c;m i c  and C\f •J)()r t evC'n t s . l lnwPvPr , C\l l seem to UP devoid of th� 
!" ('�_·m i ng spi d tu <'\ l  s i gni ficAnq� s nm<' t i mes a t t d but<'<i to them . I have no 
drmh t t h.:�.t these phPnom<'na n r P  i nPx t. d  cah l y  l i nked at thei r i ncept ion 
t n  t hoc; e who rPpo r t  t hPfll to us . 

S i m i l a r l y ,  thPrr i s  gooct And conv i nc i ng (�v.idence t hat ou r ances tors 
pnc: sps c;<'d " g rei\ t C' -r  nnd morP c;npll i c;; t i r. i'\ t f'C!  knowl Pdge of measuremen t ,  

r :'l l ru l. � t i on and obs p r vi\ t i ona l s r i .-.rwr> than t hcv have t i l l rPcen t l y  hPen 
c rp( l i 1 r> d wi th . Th i s  Plli\h) pd thr·m 1. n  bu i l rl wi ti1 sane accuracy , to a 
dPn rr·P t h a t  i nt. d guPs mAny o f  uc; now . 1 i'\Ccept that some of the s j tes 
t h<"y huj J t. i n  thi  <; co• m t  ry h """' l •r'Pn aJ i.gned wj 1.h each ot hP r - chancP 
dnc•<; l int PXJ' l ;\i 11 t h<=> PVl  r)pflrp r.apai J l  y prpc;pntpd at l eng th by wr i t P.rS 

1 -i kP . I Pi m  l'-1 i dw l l  ;md I 'Aul  l)pvrr ,..,n x .  l low("ve r ,  t hP pu rpoc; c ,  dPs i gn and 
H�.:\son brh i nrl 1 hP va� t h• y ll<" t work ""id  t o  exi s t  s t i l l  tot a l l y haffl r-s 
�� i t  h.:\c; to hp s a i d t h :1 t  S t onr-hr-nge "nd tlw Rol l r ight StonPs il re 

h."' rd l. �· S t .  F'au l s ,  Ch i\ r t rr-s , or PV<'n th�C" P y r :\lll i ds .  The al igrrnP.n ts m"y 
l or a r PA t , hu t "'"' bu i l d i  n-:Js ,"\nd il rrh i t. Pr t u r c:>  s tonP ci rclPS and s tonP hut s 
i\ H •  not Pxac t l y  t hP hr-i �Jh t. o f  c:or •h i s t  i ci\ t i on .  I f  much ' knowledcw' has hrPil ' J oc;; t ' , i t  mus t h<1VP f100P l. nn<;J f >p for p  t hr>S(' dou r and windy 
.- d i  f i c<'S wPrP conc; t r ur.h·d .  P :'l• t l  l)('verPttx ' s opt i mi st i c pi c ture ( sPe 
l.:.ar t h Lights t:("vi PwPrl <' lsrwl tPrP ) of t h i. s  pi'\ r t  o f  t he p<ls t i\S " 
r t 'f'l..,c; i t nry of (_l n·at wi �dn m dol"" nnt d ng t n t<.> to m<> . The lPssons of 
h i s 1 n r y  i'\re hPS1. lP;unc"J h�· v i  .. w i llt) h i c; t ory as ,"\ whol e ,  not j u�t pi rk i ng 
out nl lf' phasP ,  :\Od sr-1.  ti no i t  "r' .-.. c; A <JO] dPn <lgr> ,  i so l ated from thos<" 
1 i mPS hPf0r<" i\llC) <l ftC'T . 

The l Pssons of hi s tory cr�n al so be appl iro to t he par l ou r t d  eke; o f  

the resurc,�enr:e o f  phys ical phellCIIle l la : thPy l ed  nowhP re betwPPn t iH-.o And 

1 0 30 ,  even when opc:>ned to p ropP. r i nves t i gat i on .  l don ' t s upJ OOS<' t hC�t 
they wi 11 lead anywhere thi s t imC' , ei t her . Bu t i t  i s  wll•'n 1 .hP�r- two 
s t rains , two t angents :\H� conbi n("d , t h a t  1 . he rC'al t roubl e? SPPJOS t o  
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s t ar t ,  and t h e  rea l l y  wi l d  i deas be<J i n  t o  t ake ove r .  r h i\VP .'\ l rPad)• 
men t i oned The G rE'P. n  S tone, wh ich w i l l  be revi ewed i\ t  leng t h i n  u:.;H . 

Even be fore i t s  pub l i ca t i on i t  has , by i t s n a t u r e ,  h "'d a cons i d�->rilhle 
e f fec t . I n  t h i s racy and we l l-wr i t t en t ale h j s to r i cn l  non- L"\c t s  i\ re 

mat ched wi th pseudo-c l ai rvoyance to hel p f i m l  a rt efac t s for wh i rh t he rl-' 
is no h i s to r i c a l  reco rd and no ver i fi ed provenance . J nunpns e  supp o��ed l y  

psych ic b a t t les are fough t w i t h  a pos s i b l y  i mag i nary g roup o f  b l ack 
mag i ci ans at s i  t <:>s of geoman t i c  s i gni f i cance , wi thout tl 1t> s l igh tes t  

s h red o f evidenr:e bei ng  p resen t ed to s uppor t any o f  t h e  c l i\ i ms ,  and 
wi t hout even the bares t  at tempt to ob t a.i n i n formed j udgemPnt s ,  on t he 

a r te fac t s  i n  par t i cu l ar .  These ideas hrtve p roved ve ry i n fl uent i a l ,  anrl 
t h i s  ' met hoo ' of res ea rch has a t t rac tro a m.onber of adherents . NumbP rs 
o f  h i t h e r to i nt P l l i ge n t  researche rs , not s at i s fi ed wi t h  be l i. Pvi ng that 

t hey can c rPa t e  liFO events by t h ink i ng  h a rd wh i l E>  watch i ng m ach i nes 

c r l.15 h  rocks i n  l abo rat o r i es , are out and about in t he cou n t ry ,  p l av i ng 

dungeons and dragons on the i ns t ruc t ions of others who bel ieve that 

they are some s o r t  of chosen race , aided by i nt e rga l ac t i r:  bei ngs i n  

bat t l es t ha t  make Or . S t range look likP Dixon o f  Dock G reen . 

Of coursp , there i s  me thoo and reason beh i nd  what these people 

a r� doi ng :  t hey are not s t up i d , f a r  from i t .  But i. t does c;epm that 

some confus i on has a r isPn frnm the very n<\ t u ral , very addi c t i ve wish 

to dea l w i t h  paranormal phenomena , par t i c u l a r l y  i n  the contPxt o f  t he 

i nc rPas i ng popul a r i t y  of ' New Age' hopes and be l ie fs among mi\ny 
researchers . Wh i le I doubt t he i nvolvP!Tlent wi t h  u i KlPi\d b l ack mag i c i ans 

i'\Ild so o n ,  i t  may wel l  be that some of these i ndi vi dual s are psych i c ,  

can creat e whi r lw i nds and l i gh t ni ng  - an<..1 can c rea t e  fear :--T hat i s  
;;rt"i re l y  their bus i nes s - thei r p roblem ,  even . 

My comp l ai nt , howeve r ,  is t ha t I L\ITl b lowed i f  I can see wh<\ t  any 

uf l h i c;  has to do wi t h  the ' scient i fi c  s tudy of anomalous phenomena ' .  

1\ nd  my hope - and -t hat o f  othprs wi t h i n  ASSAP t oo ,  I s uspec t - i s  tha t 

1 hPse exc-c>l lent people wi l l  scYln return to ac; s i s t  i n  t h a t  l aborious , 

but i n  t h� end more s igni f i c ant ques t . 

Kevin McC iure 


